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SEPTEMBER

    2011
Delivered by ………….
……………………………………………………..
your pastoral visitor, who can be contacted on…………………….
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Dear Friends,





September 2011
Back in the March 2008 Hazel Grove Newsletter, I referred to a book, ‘From Sand to Solid Ground’ by Michael Marwood (who has a Catholic background) which is set out as a dialogue in question and answer form on issues of faith, and then offered one or two extracts for people’s thoughts. In one way and another, I received some interesting feedback both from within and beyond our local church community.

As part of the introduction to the book, the writer says "...the challenge facing the Catholic Church — and all of Christianity — in ongoing reform today is much greater and more foundational than any of the challenges faced in earlier times. It is the challenge to examine the notion of God that underpins Scripture, the Church's doctrine, the Church's identity and its teachings on ‘salvation’, the sacraments, liturgy and all aspects of Church life."
I'm happy to recommend the book, by the way, for those interested in exploring issues of faith. At the same time, I would want to repeat what I suggested previously about its content being challenging. What follows is one or two more extracts in this Question and Answer form for readers to consider.

***

Question – ... The catholic catechism teaches that Jesus went to his death knowing he was "the son of god made man" offering his life "in reparation for our disobedience" (no.614). The church is clearly teaching that Jesus died for our sins.

Answer — The notion that Jesus died for our sins is intrinsically tied to the notion of an elsewhere God acting like an offended tribal lord because something went wrong with his plans. The Catholic Catechism also states that "the Father handed his Son over to sinners in order to reconcile us to himself” (no.614). That statement contains much that is no longer believable. Examine its imagery. God somewhere (else!) decides on an action. Why is this action needed? It is needed because the first human person destroyed the state of paradise and lost connectedness with God by his disobedience. Then, as if asking us to be scriptural fundamentalists is not enough, we are to imagine this God demanding physical suffering as recompense. And it's worse than that. God organised this. God "handed over" His Son, knowing of course, what "sinners" would do to him, "in order" that we might be reconciled with this God.

Is it any wonder that the Christian fundamentalist Mel Gibson would produce a film depicting Jesus being beaten to a pulp as if this shows how much God loves us? And God "wants", "demands", "needs" this suffering in order to be satisfied?

Should we be surprised that many Christians want nothing to do anymore with this concept of God?

Question — why did Jesus have to die then, if it was not for our sins?

Answer — Jesus was no different from all of us in that his life came to an end. What is important about the terrible way he died is his commitment to what he believed. He paid the price for standing true to his beliefs.

Life, not an external God, tested him, as it tests all of us at some time. What do we really believe when things go wrong? What holds meaning for us? What sustains us? What sense can we make of pain and suffering? What part does this mysterious presence we call God play when life, as it were, pulls us apart and drains us of any consolation and joy?

We Christians have been too accustomed to remove Jesus from this arena of human questioning and the faith it calls for. 

The "way" Jesus died, in faithfulness to what be believed is the issue, not "why" he died.

The "way" he died in faith inspires us to hold on in faith when life tests us.

It inspires us to share his experience. It invites us to enter into his mind, to appreciate the faith that sustained him in darkness: whatever life does to me I will not give up believing that God is ultimately gracious and present here with me. I will not give in to cynicism, isolation, and negativity. I will die believing what I preached about walking in absolute trust in God. I do not believe that God is a cruel manipulator of the human condition.

The way Jesus died reveals what we often see in people around us in times of suffering — the depth and the strength of the human spirit. And Jesus invites us to name that spirit as the Spirit of God at work in us.

***

When I ask, "What do you think?" about such comments and extracts as the above, I do not ask flippantly. I am actually asking such things as

"How, if at all, does it affect your understandings?"

"Do such comments stand against much or all of what you have been drawn to believe up until today?"

“Do they therefore challenge your faith?"

"Or do they begin to stir up or set alight some spiritual consciousness from deeper down in your being which may ‘disturb’ initially, but which ultimately draws you onwards in search for understanding and enlightenment and that closer walk with God?"

God's Blessings,

Eddie Gordon
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON IN SEPTEMBER 2011
	Date
	9.00 am
	10.30 am
	6.00 pm.

	4th September
	10.30am A Rashleigh
	Rev K Tekyi-Ansah

	11th
Racial Justice
	10.30am

C Hughes
	6.00pm CS

A Rashleigh/ A Rowley

	18th
	Rev J A Squares

HC
	Rev J A Squares

R Baker HC
	CS at
Wood Lanes

	25th
	10.30am Rev E Gordon

	2nd October
	10.30am Rev J A Squares HC


SUNDAY SERVICES AT WOOD LANES AND GREEN CLOSE

SEPTEMBER 2011
	Date
	WOOD LANES

10.30 am
	GREEN CLOSE

2.30 pm

	4th September
	David Jones
	A Dawber

	11th
	Rev J A Squares HC
	S Blackledge

	11th 6.00pm
	Circuit Service at Poynton Racial Justice

	18th 
	Rev K Street HF
	Rev J A Squares HC

	18th 6.00pm Wood Lns
	Circuit Service K Tekyi-Ansah Healing

	25th
	J Hallworth
	Rev E Gordon

	2nd October
	Dianne Jones
	Rev E Gordon HC


4th Sept. 
Lawrence House at 10.30am – D Allaby
25th Sept. 
Stepping Hill at 10.00am – R Baker
CS
Circuit Service

HC
Holy Communion
HF
Harvest Festival
PRAYER
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marriage: love and joy
faith, friends, family, fun
memories of other weddings
her own: the rush, the fear,
the secrecy, the pregnancy

food and drink, a toast,
There’'s no winel

THIS ISH'T MY TIME

000 DON'T PUSH MEcoo
Do whatever he tells youw
Six pitchers: pots of hope
used for ritual washing
cleansing
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w
A
T
€
R
INTO WINE
Save the best till last

Catharine Hughes
(Based on John 2. 1-11)



There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and you will be very welcome to join any of the following groups: -

Daytime Group: - We meet in the church prayer corner every Tuesday at 9.45am.

Evening Group: - We meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 8.15pm at the home of Hilary Parry, 20 Hazelbadge Road (873674), praying specifically for Romania.

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the cupboard door near the front entrance. Elsie Faulkner would be happy to add your name to our rota.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
The first Tuesday in September is 6th September. There will be a service at noon on that day followed by a simple lunch. All are very welcome to this 30min service that caters for shoppers, passers-by and everyone who is available and wishes to take this extra opportunity to worship.
THE DISCOMFORT

[image: image5.emf]   

OF AN ARMCHAIR CHRISTIAN
I have just got up from the comfort of my armchair to write this. Except that, it was not a comfortable place to be. I was watching familiar city streets as they became the scenes of looting, rioting and mob violence.

I saw the worst of humanity. Young people taken over by greed, smashing and grabbing. Mindless violence, firebombing, destroying the livelihood of former friends and neighbours. Indeed, naked hatred destroying the lives of young men who simply sought to protect their hard won businesses. It made me angry. If I had the strength and courage, I would have grabbed them by the neck, dragged them to a prison cell and thrown away the key.

And I saw the best of humanity. The immense graciousness of the father of one of those young men, sorrowfully seeking only reconciliation and an end to the violence which had killed his son. The best of religion, too, for he was a devout Muslim. People with painted faces proclaiming “I love Manchester”, taking to those same streets, armed this time with brooms and buckets.

Seeing that, I was reminded that, as a Christian, my experience is defined by a lively hope : beauty, truth and love will prevail. There are alternatives to the values that have driven our society to such greed and envy. Gospel alternatives! There is a better way: the Gospel way! We are an Easter people, and the Gospel, and history, have taught us that after the darkness of Good Friday, there will come the bright dawn of resurrection!

So, why the discomfort? 

I think it was because I heard, from the comfort of my armchair, the echo of Jesus’ words, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!” And the remembered words of Desmond Tutu, after the terrorist attack on the twin towers: “It is a comfort to us to know that Jesus was in the midst of the devastation, sharing the suffering of the victims; but it is nought for our comfort that God loves the perpetrators too”

The dilemma, then, for the armchair Christian, is “How do we best serve, in the name of Christ, both the victims and the perpetrators, of this recent violence?” It is a question for which I have no easy answers. Hence, my continuing discomfort.

Perhaps the answer is to use our discomfort to help us continue asking awkward and difficult questions, rather than making hasty pronouncements.

Questions like:
“How do we engage with politics, as Christians, to bring about a new politics?” There was something nauseating, sitting in my armchair, listening to politicians mouthing such statements as “We will not tolerate such behaviour. They will meet the full force of the law. We will take away their benefits, and evict them from their council houses.” This from people whose culture had tolerated years of ‘looting’ the taxpayer to line their pockets from false expenses claims; who have courted newspaper editors and owners for their own advantage, in spite of clear indications that their techniques of news gathering were highly suspicious; and blamed the events on a ‘sick’ society, without any acknowledgement that they were elected precisely to protect the ‘health’ of our society.

“How do we engage with parents and grandparents, to ensure that children are given values other than the prevailing ‘You can have whatever you want, and if it is not given to you, take it!’” “How do we ensure that children grow up knowing what love is, and understanding that love can be tough and demanding as well as gentle and indulgent?”
I suppose the most important questions to keep on asking is “How do we conduct our church life so that we enable people to find answers, and empower them to take Christ and Gospel values into our ‘sick’ society?” “How do we make plain to our own young people that God is calling them to dedicate their lives to making Christ real, in whatever way possible and wherever their life’s journey takes them?” “How do we promote a process of truth and reconciliation rather than trial and retribution, following the example of the church in South Africa in the aftermath of far more violence on the streets than we have ever experienced?”
And one final uncomfortable question: “How many of the discussions which take place in our church groups and councils actually address such fundamental questions, and how many are the modern day equivalent of the medieval discussions as to how many angels can dance on the point of a needle?”
Desmond Tutu again; “A time of crisis is not just a time of anxiety and worry. It gives a chance, an opportunity, to choose well or to choose badly”

Ray Brown

***
[image: image6.png]



‘The One Big Question’. The Idea of Love in a World of Suffering by Michael Baughen, published by CWR at £7.99.
This is a difficult read about a difficult subject but it is worth persevering. The question of suffering is probably the most quoted obstacle to believing in God and I feel that this book is long overdue. Michael Baughen has been bold in tackling it. He has much experience as a Christian minister in various parishes around England since being ordained in 1956, including being Bishop of Chester. He was also a member of the House of Lords for nine years. If you are looking for one simple answer to this one big question, don’t bother to read this book as you won't find it. As well as his own rich experience Michael Baughen draws on the experiences of others. One of the people he asked to read this book was Fiona Castle whose faith was deepened by the suffering and death of her husband Roy from cancer. The book is full of stories of Christians who faced death with courage and faith and it encourages those who are living with suffering to know more of God's strength even in weakness. God fully identifies with suffering. Indeed, he is fully involved in it as evidenced by the suffering of his son Jesus on the cross. Jesus gives us an example of how to care, in the gospels. He cares for his disciples, his friends, the sick and the needy. 

It is this very same care that he expects the church to be part of.

As well as addressing issues like the personal suffering of those who are ill, the book also mentions natural disasters, wars and the many Christians who are tortured, even killed, because of their faith. People often try to blame natural disasters such as tsunamis and earthquakes on God. If you think about it, humans cleared areas of trees and other natural vegetation in order to build beachside villas for the wealthy. Humans decided not to instal the early warning system (now partially installed) that could have saved many lives in 2004. It is not earthquakes that kill people but buildings. They are often poorly constructed with cheap building materials.

Global warming can’t be blamed on God either. The effects of human action are glaringly obvious when we consider it and could eventually have devastating results throughout the world. Many people ask, "What does God know about suffering"? We can only point to the cross and the fact that here God suffered. Thus, God shares with us in deep suffering.

Whether or not we have hope, affects how we deal with personal suffering. Hope does not ease pain or take it away. However, it can inspire us and assure us and it is not just about eternity. It is also about life now. One of the points that the book makes is that pain can be seen as a gift. If we don't feel pain, it can be dangerous. We can burn our hands on a hot pan, for instance.

Christians face the same suffering as everyone else but the difference is that we face it with Christ. Do read this book if you want to give hope and encouragement to those who are suffering and if you want to answer the question, "How can there be a God of love if there is so much suffering?”

NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY
Adrian Plass ‘Father to the Man and Other Stories’
Randal Rauser ‘Finding God in The Shack’
There are two copies of The Shack in the Library. If you have not read it yet, why not try it and also this companion volume which explores many of the complex and controversial issues in the original story.
Ros Lathbury

COLLECTIONS JUNE & JULY 2011



      £
5th June
    522

12th

      294

19th 

    266

26th 

    409

Direct giving
 2,494

Total

 3,985

Room hire
    962



      £
3rd July
    364

10th 

    428

17th 

    244

24th 

    396

31st 

    611

Direct giving
 1,538

Total

  3,581

Room hire
 1,677
Stephen Dawson – Church Treasurer
DOUBT AND FAITH

After the service I took recently several people asked for a copy of the words Dad wrote for the hymn 'Doubt and Faith'. He has agreed to its publication, and thus the words are below. If anyone was particularly interested, he published it in his book of poetry "The Guru's Cat", of which he may still have some copies available for sale! In 1991, it was £3 with proceeds going to church funds in the York South Circuit - I doubt much has changed.

Catharine Hughes
I sometimes doubt, in suffering or disaster,

Or when I see Man’s cruelty to Man,

Does God exist? Is He our Lord and Master?

Did He create this world? Is this His plan?

But then I see the order of creation;

I hear God’s voice in answer to my prayer;

And then I know, in every situation,

That God is in control and God will always care.

I sometimes doubt if Christ was the Messiah,

Conceived by the Holy Ghost and thus divine.

Could He calm storms, or feed the hungry thousands?

And did He turn the water into wine?

Yet Christ was born, no matter who conceived Him,

With power from God to heal and to forgive.

He brought fresh hope to outcasts who believed Him.

Christ taught us how to love, Christ taught us how to live.

I sometimes doubt the Resurrection story:

Did Christ escape unaided from the tomb?

Was He raised up triumphantly in glory?

Did He appear inside a closed locked room?

But this I know: God’s Spirit came from Heaven

To live and work within the hearts of Men.

Through Him all power and strength on earth is given.

The death of Christ is life’s beginning, not its end.

© J M Sharman
SINGING THE FAITH

This is the title of the long awaited new Methodist hymnbook. To date we have ordered two music copies (one to be kept in Church) and an electronic words copy. We hope to receive these this month. According to the Methodist Publishing House 
*It is a rich blend of musical styles with, for example, the hymns of our heritage standing alongside contemporary worship songs for all ages. 

*There are over 800 hymns and songs written and composed by Charles Wesley, Bernadette Farrell, Brian Doerksen, Brian Hoare, Brian Wren, Darlene Zschech, Fred Kaan, Fred Pratt Green, Geraldine Latty, Graham Kendrick, Isaac Watts, John Bell, Margaret Rizza, Matt Redman, Stuart Townend, Tim Hughes, Timothy Dudley-Smith, and many more. 

*The collection crosses ecumenical boundaries with material from, for example, the Iona and Taizé traditions as well as the worldwide Church – from Africa, North and South America, Asia and Australasia, as well as Europe. 

*The contents are drawn from a wide range of sources including Hymns & Psalms, Songs of Fellowship, Complete Mission Praise, Church Hymnary 4, Common Ground, The Source, Kidsource, Out of the Ark Music, Sing Glory, Songs for the New Millennium and many more. 

*The book encompasses the breadth of Methodist theology today. 

*Through its balance of the classic and the contemporary, Singing the Faith will enable you to express your faith through hymns, songs and psalms which use modern as well as traditional imagery and language. 

*Where it could be sensitively done in relation to the context and style of the hymn, gender exclusive language with reference to people has been replaced. ‘Thee' and ‘thou' have been replaced where the usage is not rhyme-dependant and where such a change does not damage the overall quality of the hymn. 

To find out more go to www.singingthefaith.org.uk/
CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS
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Christmas is coming – well it’s not quite here yet but families will soon be planning how to spend it. I’d like to make an early sell for the Christmas Eve service ‘Christmas for Kids’. This is a service that is particularly designed to be accessible for families who might only come to church occasionally. The emphasis will be on lively Christmas songs, a re-telling of the Christmas story and an interactive prayer activity focussing on the needs of others. We’ll finish up with the kids lighting candles (or glow-sticks at least) around the crib. 

In order that people that don’t come to church so regularly feel at home, we need enthusiastic support from the existing church family to create a lively and loving atmosphere. So if you are a family that normally attends please make plans to support this. If you’ve got family from a distance here for Christmas or who don’t normally attend or if you’ve got friends who you’d like to invite to join us then please bring them along. Put it in the diary now (3.00pm Christmas Eve) so it doesn’t get crowded out by other events.

Richard Baker

HYMNS AND STORIES ABOUT THEM No. 2 by Rev Amos Cresswell

Pastor Dr. Martin Niemoeller, the well-known German Christian leader, was coming to visit my church. The Sunday morning service was to be broadcast and I wanted to know what hymns to have printed on the order of service. I wrote to him.

He replied saying that one of his favourite English hymns was “Jesus calls us” (H&P 141) so we printed it and sang it. We also sang it when he visited us in two subsequent appointments. Indeed, I always associated it with him for it fits his life so well.

Decorated for bravery in the First World War, he became the leader in Germany of the Christian opposition to Adolf Hitler and from 1937-45 was in one or another of Hitler’s terrible concentration camps because he opposed all that Hitler stood for. His friends were tortured imprisoned and killed. It is said that when the Americans liberated Dachau concentration camp orders for his execution were on the commandant’s table – but the commandant had fled.

When we stayed with his son, Jan, who became a judge, we were told of the day when the Gestapo came to their home and took his father away in 1937(Jan was then a young boy). We heard of the confusion as they forced their way in and all things were disrupted. “Leaving all for His dear sake” seems to ring many bells.

Martin Niemoeller is one of the most Christlike men I have known and his secret is in the last verse

Give our hearts to thine obedience

Serve and love Thee best of all

The hymn was written by Mrs. Cecil Frances Alexander, the wife of an Irish Anglican bishop in 1852 for St. Andrew’s day but the words “St. Andrew” gave way to “apostles” and opened its challenge wider. It has been much loved over the years but, I think, never more fittingly than by Martin Niemoeller.

We are grateful to Rev Amos Cresswell for permission to use this article, part of a series first published in his home church magazine, Christ Church, Braunton, Devon (Joint URC and Methodist).
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MARY’S WINE
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Thank you for the lovely flowers I received recently. There is nothing like a beautiful bouquet to cheer you up, especially when you know that people are thinking of you,
Christine Ding
Thank you for the lovely flowers brought to me. Although I cannot be at church, it is nice to be remembered. I also enjoy Peter’s kind visits. With love to all,

Jean Williams

I am just wanting to say ‘Thank you’ for the lovely flowers Marjorie brought to me – and of all days – on my birthday! It could not have been better. Thank you and God Bless,

Gwenda Hope

Many thanks for the beautiful flowers from church delivered by Joyce. Grateful thanks also for the many good wishes and kind thoughts expressed by many friends and the visits and support given by Rev Peter Went. Very much appreciated.

Mavis & Ken Burnett

Thank you Ruth, for delivering some lovely flowers recently. They were very much appreciated, as has been all your prayerful support for John and myself.

Gill Oldham

Thank you for your kind thoughts and flowers which were beautiful and very much enjoyed. Thanks to Nadia for delivering them – it was nice to see her. God Bless you all,

Naomi Smethurst

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Funeral

Sheila Evison at Hazel Grove Methodist Church and then at Stockport Crematorium on Tuesday 26 July. (Sheila is Rev Ray Brown’s sister.) We extend our sincere condolences to Ray, Barbara and other family and friends.

Birth
Congratulations to Anne Batterton whose grandson Freddy Woodley, son of Rebecca & Miles Woodley was born on 27 June and also to the proud parents.

Baptism

The Baptism of Alayna Jessica, daughter of Rachel Martin & Chris Kirkham, granddaughter of Margaret & Keven Martin, took place on Sunday 24th July at PMC.

As we welcome Alayna into our Church Family, we rejoice with her relatives and friends at this important time in her life.

Happy Birthday to

Rachel Smith, one of our older teenagers, who will be 18 on 23 September.
OUR NEW ADVENTURE

First thing first: if we didn’t give you a big hug before we left, here it is now HUG! By the time you read this, Chris and I will be in North Cyprus or TRNC (Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus). I have a teaching job here working with pre-school children and Chris thinks he is going to sit by the pool with a drink in his hand (in his dreams). He might get a few weeks off work to sort out any paper work, but then I will find him a job! 

This is going to be our swansong from a work point of view and then it will be retirement. Our house will be rented out (hopefully) and we will be looking for a property to rent in TRNC. Chris wants a sea view but we will be spending our first week in a hotel and looking for a home and a car from there. 

Hannah will not be coming with us; she has a job with Coca Cola in London, and will be living with Chris’s cousin to begin with. Hannah received a 2:1 Degree from Loughborough in Design Engineering and will be on a graduate programme with Coco Cola which promises to be very interesting.

We will miss you all and will remember you in our prayers and write regularly via the Herald.

Love, Carol & Chris Cotton
LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

Our summer walk on 14th July was led by Hilary King. The weather was good and all who went enjoyed themselves. A ‘Faith Supper’ followed, superbly and amply self-catered, thanks to all who brought food.

Our new session’s meetings start on 8th September at 7.30pm with our now traditional ‘Beetle Drive’, which we have found is a good way to reacquaint ourselves and informally introduce new and returning members. It’s always fun and I hope to see you there!

On 22nd September, the meeting at 7.30pm will be led by Judith Higgins, who will be talking to us about Stockport Sunday School, which should be very interesting.

I hope you all had a good holiday.

Best wishes, Barbara Dixon
WILL YOU PARTICIPATE?

Ever since the Vision meeting held one Saturday last year, it has been my intention to follow a suggestion and start a prayer chain so we can respond quickly to any emergency. All we needed were people’s mobile phone numbers, but there seemed little interest when it was next suggested. It has taken the events of the last few weeks to catapult me into action.

First, Judy’s Mum was rushed into hospital late one night for an emergency operation. To put her on the prayer list the following day would have been too late so the prayer chain was activated. This was simply the people on the memory of my mobile phone who I thought would respond. Then came the news of the riots in Salford. I knew that the new Emmanuel Church wasn’t far from Salford Precinct which was coming under attack, so I used my phone again and contacted the same people, asking them to pray. The following day I emailed Ken Stokes at Emmanuel, “Just to let you know that as soon as Salford was mentioned yesterday evening our prayer chain was alerted. Please tell your congregation they are very much in our thoughts and prayers at this time. Love, Mandy.”
He replied, “Dear Mandy, Thanks for the prayers, they are very much appreciated and I passed on your good wishes to our Mission task group this evening. Late yesterday afternoon and evening were a bit fraught in the Precinct area. The local Lidl supermarket 150 metres from the new Church was ransacked and set on fire. Some of the shops immediately opposite from the new Church had their windows smashed at 1.30am. The Church itself has not been damaged but quite a few people who work for the community groups that operate from the building have been anxious and concerned today. Some have young children and they spent a fearful night locked in their homes while gangs roamed the streets. This evening we have heard that some 100 young people have been back attacking one of the shops on the Shopping Precinct that was attacked yesterday, even though when I was there this afternoon, the place was swamped with police and Salford’s main police station is just 50 metres away from one end. The police have got a very difficult job keeping a lid on things but we hope that the rain will help to dampen down the atmosphere! God bless, Ken.”

This response was emailed to those I had asked to pray and to others asking if they would like to join the prayer chain. One reply came very quickly, “I am sure you know my thoughts on prayer; that prayer works and it is a great encourager of faith, both individually and communally. You can always count on me to pray, usually immediately on receipt, for any need. You've got my mobile number and I know you use it. At times when I can't always be there at Church, receiving these texts makes me feel wanted and part of God's work, so thank you for including me - it is so appreciated - please don't stop. Clearly, the prayers worked last night in terms of the Church not being damaged and by the sounds of things the very young and their families were kept from harm. Fab - praise the Lord! This is one of the ways of how God wants us to love our neighbour, regardless of where they are, through prayer.”  

Thus, the prayer chain had benefited both the person asked to pray and those who were prayed for. Do we need any more encouragement to continue? There are now 12 people involved and I hope for more. Will you send me your mobile phone number and be included? My mobile number is 0792 937 2145

An alternative would be for me to email the prayer list found by the Church front door used by the people who come into Church to pray each weekday at noon. Simply email your interest to mandy.hawkyard@btinternet.com
And finally, if you know of an urgent prayer need, please contact me by one of three ways – email, mobile (see above) or landline – 875032.
Mandy Hawkyard

CHURCH NEW YEAR - LET’S CELEBRATE

The Vision Group (with a little help) has arranged a weekend (17/18th Sept.) to celebrate the return of John from his sabbatical and the start of the Methodist Year.

Saturday 17th

Anna has films arranged for Messy Church children and parents.
[image: image11.wmf] 

Sunday 18th

Worship at 9.00am including Holy Communion. 
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Worship at 10.30am again including Communion. Both services led by John with Richard Baker’s assistance at 10.30am.

Lunch follows at 12.45pm – a barbeque arranged by the Men’s group
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Entertainment 
at 1.45pm - Each small group has been asked to promote their group in a short entertaining way – already we have songs being composed, quizzes arranged and who knows what the men’s group will dream up – they may even divulge what their initials mean!

Epiphany Concert at 8.00pm
We aim to make this a real Church family affair – but this will only happen if YOU come! To help the catering, please take a ticket for each member of your family. There will be a collection on the day to pay for the food.

GREEN CLOSE METHODIST CHURCH

150th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

OPEN DAY

Saturday 8th October 2011 
10.00am - 12noon & 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Call in for a cup of tea and see the exhibition celebrating the last 150 years at Green Close.

Cake stall, bring & buy.

ANNIVERSARY SERVICE

Sunday 9th October 2011 2.30pm 

Preachers:

Rev John Squares & Theo Eaves

A warm welcome is extended to everyone
Tea available after the service

PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN HOUSE GROUP

Following the success of the House groups at Catherine and Stephen’s house, we’d like to invite members of the congregation (and maybe others) to form a new house group at our house. This will differ from the other house groups in that it will take a progressive viewpoint. Progressive Christians believe that what we believe as Christians has to develop as our modern view of the world develops; it has to be consistent with a modern understanding of history, science and the arts.

We’ll be following a video-based course called “Living the questions”. This aims to create “a safe environment where people have permission to ask the questions they've always wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice for fear of being thought a heretic”. We believe that people will grow in faith by sharing their responses and helping each other to find answers that suit their view of the contemporary world.

The material divides into three ‘flights’ each of seven sessions. We propose to study the first seven sessions through the autumn (starting late September or early October) and then see what the group wants to do after that. We have some flexibility as to which evening to meet so suggest that people who are interested get in contact with us first. When we know who wants to come we’ll pick the day that best suits most people.

If you know of people who don’t come to church but might be interested in this activity (indeed you may know of people who don’t come to church because they feel they can’t ask these questions) then feel free to tell them about it.

Contact us at richardandlizbaker@googlemail.com or 01625 403787

Find out more at http://www.pcnbritain.org.uk or 

www.livingthequestions.com 

Liz and Richard Baker
CIRCUIT CHOIR

Just a reminder that rehearsals re-commence on 6th September at Poynton Methodist Church for the next Circuit Choir Service to be held on 20th November.

Please come at 7.45pm to collect your scores of Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah’. This will be a real challenge and I’m sure that you will enjoy this great music.

New singers are always welcome to join our fellowship.

Stella Molton

***
THREE CHOIR CONCERT
This year Offerton Methodist Choir celebrates its

Silver Anniversary.

The choir was originally formed to celebrate the centenary of Offerton Methodist Church. Once the centenary was over it was felt it would be a shame to disband, so the choir has grown in number and repertoire from those humble beginnings of 25 years ago 

To celebrate this very special occasion the choir will be staging a ‘Silver Anniversary’ Concert at Norbury Church, Hazel Grove on Saturday 17th September 2011 at 7.30pm with invited guests, Chapel en le frith Male Voice Choir and The Ladybrook Singers

Our guest Master of Ceremonies will be the Rev Roger Scoones from St Mary’s Church in Stockport who has been with and supported the choir on many occasions.

To reserve tickets please contact: - 0161 285 0118/0161 494 1211

Tickets £7.00 including refreshments

Proceeds to the North West Air Ambulance

[image: image14.wmf] 

 

 

[image: image15.wmf] 

 

FOCUS ON ROMANIA
Romania has many orphans and people with physical disabilities. Bogdan, a young man with physical disabilities, who at the age of 18 could barely read or write, graduated recently from Cluj Bible College. He grew up in a state orphanage of 500 boys and was denied an education. He first visited Cluj to look after an ex-orphanage boy who was facing major surgery. College students regularly visit children at the cancer hospital. Even on graduation day Brogdan rushed to the hospital to be with an orphan who had no-one to care for him. He was there in the morning when the lad went to theatre to have his leg amputated and he was back at his bedside when he woke up.
Many homes in southern Romania were washed away in severe floods in 2005-6. SGA (Slavic Gospel Association) helped to rebuild over 70 houses in 5 villages. Pagan and occult practices abound and, as a result, Christianity has struggled to make an impact. But there is now a church in each village where SGA worked. Groups of Christians from various parts of Romania and other countries have started going to these villages. With local churches they organise ministry events – children’s bible club, football coaching, medical aid etc. Every year a National Prayer Breakfast is held. Last year, Bible Society was involved in organising it. Among others helping was the European Christian Political Movement. Last December, delegates attending included politicians, diplomats, civic dignitaries and church leaders. Some had no connection with the church. Cristian Romosea, Bible Society's man in Bucharest, who is himself Romanian, said that Communism took the Bible out of things but he wants to see politics being revitalised by the Christian message. Cristian recently hosted a delegation of Christian MPs from Romania at the National Prayer Breakfast in Westminster which he hopes will lead to a strong and fruitful partnership.
If you want to help Romania (and other countries), you can do so by donating furniture to LIM or arranging a house clearance. To do so, contact Jeff Stoker, LIM Distribution Manager on 0796 751494.

Hilary Parry

FoB AND ACTION FOR CHILDREN

Members of FoB, their families and helpers are planning a sponsored walk on 10th September. The walk will take place across the famous Morecambe Bay. It will be led by the Queen's Guide, an important safety feature in such a treacherous location. The walk is, of course, governed by the tides so will not start until late afternoon.
All money raised will go to Action for Children. Please sponsor us. We will have forms available at church following morning services and there will also be one on the notice board.
Coffee Morning

FoB is holding a Coffee Morning at PMC on Saturday 10th September from 10.00am to 12.00 noon in aid of Action for Children. The money raised will be added to the sponsorship for the walk. Please help make this a successful weekend of fund raising for such a deserving charity.

CHRISTMAS (MARKET) IS COMING!
Our popular Charity/Alternative Christmas Market will be this year on Saturday 12th November from 10.00am until 1.00 pm.

Stroll round the charity stalls selling Christmas gifts and cards and the very popular ‘alternative gifts!’

Make your Christmas buying help those in most need!

Tea/coffee and cake or a simple soup lunch will be served by the Ladies’ Fellowship.
Mandy Hawkyard

HARVEST FESTIVAL

On Sunday 9th October, Rev Janet Whittingham, who works alongside Ken Stokes at Salford will lead our Harvest celebrations. 
There is good news from Salford – although there is still work to be done. At the time of writing, our friends are at last in their new church. We hope Janet will bring photographs of the development with her. When they left the old building, they had to run down their store cupboard of food which is given to desperate families. 

Here is our chance to fill it for them. Janet will be taking the food back with her after the Service – my dream is that we won’t be able to get all the food into her car! Will you help make this dream come true?

They need food that will quickly make a meal - tinned soup, meat, vegetables, tea, coffee – you know the sort of things. Please ensure they are well in date – some will be stored. Maybe you could collect tins and packets throughout September and early October when any special offers come in the supermarkets.

BUY ONE AND GIVE ONE FREELY!
Mandy Hawkyard

TEDDY BAGS

These need to be returned by Harvest Festival Sunday, 9th October at the latest. They can be handed in at church from Monday 3rd October to Friday 7th October from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. Help will be needed after the harvest service to bag everything up and sort out the money. Children and young people especially welcome to help. The bags will be collected by International Aid Trust on Monday 10th October around 11.15am. You are welcome to come and have coffee, meet the driver and help carry bags to the van.

Hilary Parry and Liz Baker

THE PARTY CONFERENCES
Leaders from the Baptist Union, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church will again be joining with leaders from the Salvation Army and Society of Friends in a delegation to the autumn conferences of the three main political parties. By attending some of the sessions and meeting with MPs, the delegation is able to demonstrate the support of the Churches for those involved in the political process.

Members of local churches are invited to attend prayer breakfast meetings arranged with the Christian groupings within each party:

Liberal Democrat - Tuesday 20 September (Birmingham)
7.45-9.00am at Birmingham Christian Centre

Labour - Tuesday 27 September (Liverpool)
7.45-9.00am at the Friends' Meeting House

Conservative - Tuesday 4 October (Manchester)
7.45-9.00am at Living Oasis Christian Bookshop

For more details email enquiries@publicissues.org.uk
CLOSED!

‘Living Oasis’ bookshop (formerly Wesley Owen) on Deansgate, Manchester closed suddenly at the end of July. St. Denys’ bookshop on Oak Street is still planning to move to the Cathedral Visitor Centre, but they don’t yet know when. I will keep you informed.

Hilary Parry

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

4th Sept
Teddy bags distribution p 25 (July)

6th 
Weekday worship p 6

6th
Circuit Choir rehearsals commence p 25

8th 
Ladies’ Fellowship resumes p 19

10th 
FoB Coffee Morning & Sponsored Walk p 27

11th 
Young Church and ‘Evolve’ resume p 7 (July)

11th 
Harvest at Green Close p 14

17th / 18th 
Church New Year celebrations p 22

17th 
Film Night with Anna p 22

17th 
Offerton’s Three Choir Concert p 25

22nd
Ladies’ Fellowship p 19

23rd
Happy Birthday Rachel Smith! p18

8th October
Green Close Open Day p 23

9th 
PMC Harvest Festival p 28

9th
Return your full Teddy Bags p 28

9th 
Green Close 150th Anniversary p 23

16th 
Circuit Service with Dr Richard Vautrey p 6

6th November
Circuit Service with Mandy & Chris p 6

12th 
Charity/Alternative Market at PMC p 27

24th Dec
Christmas for Kids p14
Lord God, 
Help us we pray 
To recognise the difference between 
Satisfaction and smugness, 
Being content and being comfortable. 
May our expressions of gratitude never 
Deafen us to the cries of those in need 
And in celebrating your love 
May we never forget 
That your love reaches others 
Through us. 
Amen 

(http://www.methodist.org.uk)

Seen in a Copenhagen Airline Ticket Office:
“We take your bags and send them in all directions.”
Sneezy says to Dopey: “Christmas is on a Friday this year.” Dopey replies: “Let’s hope it’s not the 13th then”.
THE OCTOBER HERALD
Closing date for submissions will be 22nd September or earlier if possible. Articles by e-mail to arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (on A5 if possible, please) or in the Herald pigeonhole.

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS
The October Herald will be available for you to pick up from 30th September. There are sometimes events taking place in the first week of each new magazine and we hope that as many as possible get the details in time.
To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page.
Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told.
Copyright
Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be made.

This magazine includes images from Corel GALLERY™, which are protected by the copyright laws of the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. Used under license.

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan, the Circuit Directory and our website: http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk

The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk  contains a wealth of useful and interesting information.

Our Minister, Rev John A Squares, is available in his church office most mornings. The light by his door shows red when he is engaged. His day off is Monday. Please leave messages for him in the Minister’s pigeonhole. If you need to reach him more quickly, ring him at home on 872378 or on his mobile 07507 858 835. If there is no reply and there is an emergency, ring one of the other Circuit ministers: Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah 0161 483 3706 or Rev Eddie Gordon 0161 483 4952. For Church Notices and office related queries: office@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
MONDAY

 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


10.00am
Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162)

  8.00pm
(Rock Badgers Year 11 meet in term time. (Denise Reid 871961)
TUESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.45am
Meeting for Prayer (Ros Lathbury 879647)


 7.30pm
Guides and Rangers (Lynzi Humphreys 878356)


 8.15pm
Prayer Group*( (Hilary Parry 873674)

WEDNESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 4.45pm
 Rainbows (Sue Dyson 876394)


 6.00pm
 Brownies (Alison Whitbread 876452)


 7.30pm
 Guides (Jean Lunt 874099)


 7.00pm
Art Relax (Lynn Allaby 01625 528067)
THURSDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.30am
Parents and Toddlers (Rachel Hall 07909 565 050)

10.30am
*Friends Together (Mandy Hawkyard 875032)

 7.45pm
Ladies’ Fellowship* (Barbara Dixon 878430)

FRIDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)

SUNDAY


 10.30am
Crèche – 0-years (Denise Reid 871961)

 10.30am
Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062)


 10.30am 
Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998)


  6.00pm
FoB – School Years 6-13* (Judy Gibbons 878016/Christine Ding 859438)
EVERY WEEKDAY
 Kids Zone – Before & after school club & holiday care


 (Pam Dowd 0771 700 3322)

10.00am to 12.30pm
 Open Hands Room 4 and Coffee in the Lounge (Room 4 – 878589)

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible.

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for: 

 *fortnightly or monthly     (not on Church premises     not PMC organised
(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details).

http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
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Our Church Family encourages everyone…


To come to worship God who loves us


To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour


To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Come to worship God who loves us…





Poynton Methodist Church is in the Hazel Grove and Poynton Circuit of the Manchester and Stockport


Methodist District.


16th Oct 6.00pm	Dr Richard Vautrey (ex Vice-President) and 	Gill Dascombe. Circuit Service. Dialstone Ln.


	‘Body/Mind/Spirit’


6th Nov 6.00pm	Mandy & Chris Hawkyard. Circuit Service.


	‘Rome.’





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour…





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…





Our Church Family encourages everyone


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.





GREEN CLOSE METHODIST CHURCH


HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE





SUNDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2011





Afternoon at 2.30pm





Preacher:  Rev John Buckley





A warm welcome is extended to everyone





Tea available after the Service
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