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Dear friends, Greetings!




July 2011
With John on sabbatical, the lot fell on me to share a word with you this month.
John has shared a piece of wonderful news with some us and I have permission to let you in on it: John and Nicola are expecting a baby. This is great news. John says, “The pregnancy is not a secret, Jack tells everyone he meets. Family, friends, bin men...” Our congratulations, good wishes and prayers go out to them; we entreat God’s grace to see Nicola through to safe delivery in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now, imagine going to work one day and being greeted by your boss, who says, “Come by my office at 9.30. I’d like to talk to you about how you’re doing on the job.” This could be a nervous time for you as you think about what your supervisor might say. You wonder, how does my boss think I’ve been doing? Could there be a promotion with a pay increase? Or could I lose my job? Am I going to hear, “Well done” or “You’re done”?
As important as this kind of meeting is, the Bible speaks of another, far more significant review. After this life is past, we will stand before our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul wrote, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).
We will not enter that future evaluation fearful of losing heaven, nor will we desire personal benefit or human approval. Instead, we will be eager to hear the Master say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25.21). (These four words must motivate us. Are we serving the Lord with a good, faithful and servant hearts?)

The challenge before us as followers of Christ is to serve Him with excellence now so that we can hear His words, “Well done” then. 

Based on the way I am living today, what kind of review will I get when I see the Saviour?
The day will come when we will stand before our Judge, God’s Son (it will be a day of distribution of rewards). Have we so lived that He will say, “Well done, my child, well done”? “Service done well here on earth will receive a “Well done” in heaven.” (1)
Today, God is calling you and me to act, because taking a single step forward towards walking in love, trust and obedience to God robs fear of its power. In fact, fear can be a great motivator when it moves you to trust God more and make changes, leading to new levels of peace, understanding and effectiveness. Reference (1) from our daily bread devotional.
Prayer for the month
Father in heaven, today I choose to release my cares and concerns to you, so I can focus on your goodness. Thank You for the gift of faith to see the impossible become possible as I continue to place my hope and confidence in you. When all is said and done, help me so as to hear you say “well done good and faithful servant.” In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Grace and peace to you 
From Kofi
CIRCUIT CHOIR

All choristers (and any new voices) please note that rehearsals re-commence on 6th September at 7.45 at PMC in preparation for the next Circuit Choir Service. This will take place on 20th November.

More details will appear in the September Herald.

Stella Molton
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON IN JULY/AUGUST 2011
	Date
	9.00 am
	10.30 am
	6.00 pm.

	3rd July
	10.30am M Hawkyard ‘Conference Sunday’

	10th
	10.30am Rev P Went ‘Action for Children’

	17th
	9.00 Rev K Street HC
	10.30 Rev P Shepherd ‘Our Vision’

	24th
	10.30am Rev R Brown HC
	4.00pm CS at Hazel Grove

	31st
	10.30am Dianne Jones

	7th August
	10.30am David Jones

	14th 
	10.30am Barton ‘Adopt a Child’
	CS at Dialstone Ln

	21st 
	Dianne Jones
	10.30am Rev E Gordon HC

	28th 
	10.30am W Nightingale ‘Indian Orphans’

	4th September
	10.30am A Rashleigh
	Rev K Tekyi-Ansah CS


SUNDAY SERVICES AT WOOD LANES AND GREEN CLOSE

JULY/AUGUST 2011
	Date
	WOOD LANES

10.30 am
	GREEN CLOSE

2.30 pm

	3rd July
	T Eaves
	A Rashleigh

	10th
	Rev E Gordon
	A Law

	17th 
	G Dascombe
	J Hallworth

	24th
	C Hughes
	Rev K Tekyi-Ansah HC

	24th 
	CS 4.00pm Hazel Grove Singing H&P

	31st
	Rev E Gordon HC
	S Bradley

	7th August
	K Tonge
	T Eaves

	14th
	A Rashleigh
	R Baker

	14th 
	CS 6.00pm Dialstone Ln Taize G Dascombe

	21st
	A Stoker
	Rev E Gordon HC

	28th
	Rev E Gordon HC
	Dianne Jones

	4th September
	David Jones
	A Dawber


7th Aug/4th Sept. Lawrence House at 10.30am – D Allaby
31st July T Eaves/25th Sept. R Baker
Stepping Hill at 10.00am
CS
Circuit Service

HC
Holy Communion
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PRAYER
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There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and you will be very welcome to join any of the following groups: -

Daytime Group: - We meet in the church prayer corner every Tuesday at 9.45am.

Evening Group: - We meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 8.15pm at the home of Hilary Parry, 20 Hazelbadge Road (873674), praying specifically for Romania.

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the cupboard door near the front entrance. Elsie Faulkner would be happy to add your name to our rota.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
The first Tuesday in July is 5th July, in August is 2nd August and in September is 6th September. There will be services at noon on those days followed by a simple lunch. All are very welcome to these 30min services that cater for shoppers, passers-by and everyone who is available and wishes to take this extra opportunity to worship.
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‘I Love U by God’ by Maris Stella and Kyla Christie, published by Scandinavia at £9.99.

This wonderful book is the answer to two questions by a three year old: “Does God love me?” and “How much does God love me?” it is a pop-up book and as it contains small parts which could be a choking hazard, it is not suitable for those under three, unless supervised by an adult.

There are things to touch, see and do as examples of the wonder and sensory appeal of the physical creation of God. The bonus features are a scented surface and images that glow in the dark. I love the mirror in the back of the book.

Listed on the back cover are some of the things that a child will experience. Included are: being loved by God more than anything else, exploring the beauty of nature that surrounds as and learning through simple, easy-to-understand daily words.

This would make an excellent birthday or Christmas present and I am sure that it would be treasured by any small child. It is simply delightful.

The playgroup has a copy. It was bought with loyalty stamps obtained when people asked me to get them a copy of the ‘Children of God Storybook Bible’ by Desmond Tutu. A big thank-you goes to all those people.
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY

M.H.Davis ‘The Gospel Of Risk and its Enemies’: Fundamentalism and Liberalism.

John Ortberg ‘The Life You've Always Wanted’: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People.
Ros Lathbury
YOUNG CHURCH / EVOLVE SUMMER HOLIDAYS

During the summer holidays, there will be no Young Church or Evolve due to adult staff and the children being away on holidays and days out. Our last week together is 17th July when we will be working on Art in worship with Lynn Allaby and Noreen Hood. We then return for our new school year on 11th September when we look forward to Robert Finnis and Matthew Hughes moving up into Evolve.

Children are welcome during all the services throughout the summer and can use the activity bags hung on the wall by the fire exit in church and activity sheets from the children’s materials used the rest of the year – please ask a steward at the beginning of the service (pencils and crayons available in the activity bags). Please feel free to use these during the service and take a blue tray (next to the bags) to rest on. Please also return and tidy them after use.

We would like to provide better provision for our youngsters during holiday time – if you have any ideas or would like to offer to help over the break, bearing in mind that children attending will be of a wide age range and often very few in number, please speak to Sally Holmes, Jane Robson, Rachel or Ian Hall. Thank you.

Young Church and Evolve

CLIFF COLLEGE FESTIVAL 2011

On Monday 30th May, a group of seven of us went from Poynton MC for the last day of the festival, which had started on the evening of Friday 27th May: Hilary Parry (the organiser), Theo Eaves, Hilda Hallworth, Cynthia Bonner, Gillian Edwards, Pippa Fells, and I. As a first-timer, I was asked to provide some of my impressions. We set off in two cars in pouring rain, which didn't let up until much later in the day. It only took us 45 minutes to get to Cliff College.

The first event we attended, together with about 900 others, was Celebration, consisting of worship, prayer, and an address by the Conference Vice-President, Deacon Eunice Attwood, from Brunswick Methodist Church, Newcastle. Taking as her theme Transforming Love, Engaging Faith, using Luke 24.13-35 (Jesus’ appearance to His two disciples on the road to Emmaus), she reflected on how often we fail to see Jesus in others, and how important it is to reach out to those who would never of their own accord darken the doors of a church. Her talk, with its many amusing and inspiring illustrations from her own life, was for me one of the highlights of the day.

Another highlight was a double-whammy involving Rev Dr Peter Ensor:  firstly, he very kindly offered our group the hospitality of his beautiful house with an even more beautiful view over the local hills. We ate our sandwiches, drinking tea or coffee kindly provided by Peter, while enjoying the exquisite view. Secondly, some of us attended Peter’s inspirational talk on Unpacking the message of the New Testament.

After Peter’s stimulating and fascinating talk, I felt in need of relaxation. This was perfectly provided by Steve Macbeth, in a session entitled Magic, Mirth & Mayhem. He held his audience enthralled, baffled and amused for a good hour. We met for tea at 5.00pm, and set off about an hour later. Some of our group met Ben Topham with his wife and new baby. He is well known to some of you, and has become a Local Preacher.

It was a very enjoyable occasion. However, I found the sheer number of people a bit overwhelming. It was also a pity that the organisers had not anticipated the large number of listeners eager to hear Peter’s talk, resulting in some of them having to be turned away, even after the venue had been changed for a larger room.

Also, at teatime, the queue for the hot meal stretched right out of Chadwick’s, resulting in very slow service. Unfortunately, the weather didn’t help much: the fields were rather muddy. This restricted the use of prayer paths, and can’t have made life very easy for the numerous campers. In spite of all this, the vast majority of those attending were clearly enjoying themselves. From my experience at Taizé, Festival must have been particularly enjoyable for young folk.

You may perhaps be wondering who I am. My wife Christine and I recently joined Green Close MC, and I have asked for a Note to Preach, since I feel the Lord calling me to this ministry.

Stephan Rudolfer

… HE MADE THEIR TINY WINGS
Last year my husband Stuart bought a nest box with a camera built in. We put it in a tree, attached the cable and waited. Nothing happened!  

During the winter, we chanced to switch on the TV and there was a blue tit asleep in the box! We watched it through the winter months and saw it arrive regularly at dusk, and then leave in the morning. This went on until March, when it disappeared. 

One day we looked in the box and saw some fluff, leaves and assorted bits and pieces. It went on for a couple of weeks and became recognisable as a nest. The female bird sat in the middle, and turned round and round to make the hollow in the centre. Now it looked like a proper nest and Mrs Blue Tit started sleeping in it. 

Soon the eggs arrived, one at a time over several days until there were six. They were tiny, and she kept them warm at night, turning them over and rearranging them regularly. One day, great excitement, a little wriggling pink ‘blob’ was in the nest, followed over the next week by five more wriggling bodies. They were so small it didn’t seem possible that they could survive, but the parents knew what to do.   

For about two weeks, they worked from early morning until evening feeding their babies. Fortunately, there seemed to be a never-ending supply of mini caterpillars. This is where the parents had differing ideas. Mother flew into the nest with the grubs, broke them into small pieces and shared them out. Father had other ideas. He flew to the hole and dropped his into the nearest open mouth.  

Very quickly, they grew a soft downy covering which gradually became recognisable as fluffy feathers and the chicks were growing rapidly thanks to the hard work of their parents. They started flapping their wings and were getting very squashed in the nest. Before long, they were jumping up and looking outside. Inevitably, one morning they were being fed as usual but when we looked in the afternoon, the nest was empty. 

We don’t know where they went, we haven’t seen them since, and we often wonder how they got on. No one told them what to do, they just knew, and how to do it.

We read in the Bible that God made the birds, but he also gave them the instinct to make a nest, lay their eggs, find suitable food for their babies and eventually lead them out into the big wide world. We feel very privileged that we had the pleasure of watching them for so long and we just hope they all survived.

Mary Bertenshaw
MAY COLLECTIONS
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   1st May

   232

   8th 


   471

15th 


   306

22nd 


   367

29th 


   315

Direct giving 

2,114
Total


3,805
Room hire

1,400

MARY’S PANIC

(This is the second article in Catharine’s series of Reflections on Mary.)
Most parents have gone through Mary’s fears when her son was 12. One moment your child is there; the next they’re not.

I first lost Matthew in a big superstore in Lusaka when he was about four years old. He wasn’t interested in looking at the camping equipment and we wandered in separate directions. When I realised he wasn’t with me, I shouted his name, hunted round all the likely temptations (toys, games, balls), and panicked like mad. My fears were only allayed when my name was called over the Tannoy and I rushed to find him by the checkout (sweets).

We have lost Eleanor many a time. She wanders off and is quite happily playing behind a display or in another room but hasn’t thought to tell her parents that she’s going. Stephen and I are developing schemes to locate her without wild panic. 

So I have a lot of empathy for Mary when she realised that Jesus wasn’t with them on their way back to Nazareth. They were travelling in a group, returning from Jerusalem where they’d been for Passover celebrations. Mary and Joseph thought Jesus was playing with his friends, with the other boys in the party, or maybe each thought that he was with the other.

Then – suddenly – she notices he is not there.

Panic. A flurry of activity as everyone is asked, “When did you last see him?” All the likely places are searched, friends and family interrogated. “Have you seen Jesus?”

Nothing. Retracing steps is the only option. For three days Mary and Joseph search for their son. 

Three days. Where did they stay? Assuming it was with friends or family, where was Jesus staying? Did he sleep at the Temple? Why didn’t they think of looking there sooner?

Would it be worse for Mary, knowing what the angel had spoken of thirteen years before? The Saviour, the Messiah promised to her: how could she lose him? Thoughts such as these must have been whizzing round her head – taunting her, tormenting her, bringing despair. Three days of growing fear and dread. 

But – like all parents – they don’t give up; and eventually find Jesus in the Temple, sitting with the teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 

When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 

But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
I’m not surprised. Had he been my child, three days of panic searching would not have induced a rational understanding of his absence. Jesus’ cool, calm response must have maddened Mary and Joseph. But now, aged 12, Jesus had to take on the obligations of the Jewish law and his parents’ influence would have been on the wane. This was his first step into understanding who he really was. The first record of his spoken word acknowledges his true calling: to be in God’s temple with his Father.

Whatever their frustrations at Jesus’ disappearance, there is some comfort for Mary in the final verses of this story: at least Jesus doesn’t appear to have been a troublesome child. 

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. […] And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
Catharine Hughes 

[Extracts from Luke 2.41-52 (NIV)]

STATIONING

We are familiar with the term ‘stationing’ in connection with the movement of soldiers to a new place. We might say, “Sam has been stationed at Aldershot” (and taken his musket with him!).

The same term is used for ministers moving on to a new appointment, and in August 2012, two of our Circuit ministers will be relocating. Rev Eddie Gordon will be retiring (‘sitting down’ in Methodist parlance), although he doesn’t look old enough, and Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah will be moving to a fresh appointment.

Although August 2012 seems a long way off, the process of appointing replacements is a long and complicated one; it has already begun.

The procedure laid down by the Methodist Church is administered at Circuit level by the Circuit Stewards (Keith Tonge, Ann Dawber and me, with Ray Brown taking over from me in September this year). It involves Church Stewards at the churches affected consulting with their members and then with the Circuit Stewards. Church and Circuit Stewards then meet with the District Chair (Rev Keith Davies) for a two-way exchange of information.

Circuit, Church and Ministerial profiles will be prepared over the summer, collated at District and national level, the information sent to all ministers on the move and Circuits involved, and preferences expressed. The ‘matching’ process will reach a climax in November when ministers and Circuits will be offered potential matches.

Visits will be arranged and hopefully matches confirmed towards the end of November. We can then all settle down to preparing for our new appointments and appointees commencing in September 2012. Circuits and ministers not matched by the end of November have a further period of time for arrangements to be made.

Since Poynton and Green Close are not directly involved this time, we can spend our time in prayer for guidance and wise decisions to be made for the sake of all our Ministers, Churches and Circuit.

Arnold Samuels
SPONSORED HYMN SING

AT HAZEL GROVE METHODIST CHURCH

Friday 22nd July 9.30am -1.00pm and 2.00pm – 5.30pm (-ish)

Saturday 23rd July 9.30am – 5.30pm (-ish)

Sunday 24th July 1.00pm – 3.00pm
Sunday 24th July 4.00pm – Circuit Service at Hazel Grove
Refreshments will be available throughout the weekend

The time is nearly here for the ‘Marathon’ sing of the Hymns and Psalms Hymn Book, so we hope you have been practising! It should be a good weekend of fun and fellowship and all will be welcome either to sing or to sit and listen.

If you would like to make a donation for your favourite hymn to be sung, let us have your choice as soon as possible. The slots will be from 2.00 pm – 2.30pm on the Friday and Saturday only.
Stella Molton has put together a band of helpers who will play for the singing throughout the 3 days on a rota basis – and our thanks go to her for all the effort this has involved.
The final hymn, No 823, will be sung at the Closing Service starting at 4.00pm, which will be led by The Hope Chest Ladies from Castleton Methodist Church. The service will also include some hymns that we lost when the hymnbook was changed last time, together with some new entries in the ‘Singing the Faith’ hymn book, which will soon be used alongside Hymns & Psalms.
Offerton Methodist Choir will also be taking part in the service, and if they have any voices left, will help to lead the singing. In addition, they will perform some items on their own.

If you would like a sponsor form or to book your favourite hymn, please contact Joan Jones – 0161 285 0118 or email her at 

joan.e.jones@ntlworld.com OR  phone Lynda Huston - 0161 494 1211
HAPPY SINGING
HYMNS AND STORIES ABOUT THEM No. 1 by Rev Amos Cresswell 

I hadn’t been out of hospital long in October when the telephone rang. Evelyn, bless her, answered it and handed it over to me.

“He says it’s a voice from the past” and she told me the caller’s name.

I remembered him well – from the days when I was a tutor at Cliff College. I’d preached at his church by invitation and had been entertained, ‘fed and watered’ in his home. He was a good, loyal Methodist Local Preacher, the kind of member any church holds dear.

Obviously, he hadn’t known of my hospitalisation and he apologised, but I told him I was pleased to hear from him – which I was. So he went on…

“I can’t find a hymn,” he said,” so I thought I would ask you. You know more about hymns than anyone else I know”

I reluctantly accepted the mistaken compliment and he told me his problem. He was trying to chase up the quotation: “He who fain would serve you best/Is conscious most of wrong within.”

“I’ve looked everywhere I can think of without any success,” he said “Can you help?”

I was still in a state of not moving very easily and was not in my study but I was able to put him on the right lines. “I think you have the words slightly wrong. Try ‘and they who fain…’ and look in the old Methodist Hymn Book 689 (it’s 142 in Hymns and Psalms) and it reads: ‘And they who fain would serve thee best/Are conscious most of wrong within.’”

This reminds us that the nearer we are to Jesus, the more sensitive we are to sin, whether that of others or our own.

My friend has phoned since both to enquire about my health and to tell me how pleased he is to have found the verse.

Henry Twells was a headmaster who was invited to write a hymn for the Supplement of Hymns Ancient and Modern by Sir Henry Baker in 1868. He wrote this, we are told, while invigilating at an examination at his school. One wonders if the pupils noticed what their Head was doing as they answered their questions!
We are grateful to Rev Amos Cresswell for permission to use this article, part of a series first published in his home church magazine, Christ Church, Braunton, Devon (Joint URC and Methodist).
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THANK YOU LETTERS
It is impossible to express our appreciation for all the love we are receiving from the Church Family at this difficult time. The offers of help, the words of encouragement, the beautiful flowers and the prayers – God's love is flowing to us through you and bringing hope and healing. God bless you.

John and Ros Lathbury and Family

Thank You for all the cards, cakes and good wishes for my birthday. 

It was certainly memorable and enjoyable.

Chris Cotton

Thank you so much for the beautiful carnations which Jane Robson brought from church. I felt very touched that the church family had thought about me…with love

Joan Broadbent

Many thanks for the lovely flowers, good wishes and kind thoughts received from church friends after my recent accident. I feel very blessed to have received visits, lifts to physiotherapy and doctor, home cooked food and shopping. Thank you also to Rev Peter Went for his kind visit. 
Margaret Meekley
Thanks to all who prayed for me, encouraged and/or sponsored me, when I ‘lived below the line’ from 2nd – 6th May. Together we raised the magnificent sum of £600.10 for the Methodist Relief and Development Fund.

Hilary Parry

Many thanks for the lovely chrysanthemums brought to me on Sunday by Denise Reid. It was a lovely surprise – I didn’t know anyone knew I was feeling ‘under the weather’!

Best wishes and love from Val Matthews.

Thank you to all who supported the FoB car wash and coffee. We raised £130 for ‘Children in Need’ which we shall add to at the Alternative Market in November. It is this year’s Group’s chosen charity.

Judy Gibbons

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Congratulations to Maureen & Kevin Downing, who celebrated their Golden Wedding on 10th June.

Our best wishes go to Andy Gibbons, Judy, Tom and family, on Andy’s marriage to Victoria Onlgey on 6th August at St. Mary’s Church, Addington Village, Surrey. We pray that Andy and Victoria will have a long and happy life together.

Happy Birthday to the following members of our Young Church:

Isobel Reid, who will be 14 on 1st July

Robert Finnis, who will be 11 on 11th July

Charlotte Hall, who will be 13 on 17th July

Eleanor Hall, who will be 16 on 18th August.

LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

On 19th May, we had our AGM when it was suggested that we have our winter meetings in the afternoon. A vote was taken and it was agreed to do this from December. Details will be given nearer the time.

Our trip to Dunham Massey was well attended and everyone who went enjoyed the day.

Our next event is on Thursday 14th July when we will have our summer walk, led by Hilary King. Please give her your support. The walk will be followed by a Faith Supper, so please bring your usual ‘goodies’ to share.

Our first meeting after the holidays will be on Thursday, 8th September when we will have our annual Beetle Drive and tea/coffee and cake. I hope to see you all then, and in the meantime, have a good holiday.

Barbara Dixon

WALKING TOGETHER
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After the wonderful spring we all enjoyed, whatever happened to summer? Perhaps by the time you read this, things will have improved and we will have a scorching July and August. That’s one good thing about being a walker – ever the optimist so far as the weather is concerned. 

If it’s raining when you start, it will brighten up, and if rain is forecast, but its dry when you start, then the rain might hold off until you have finished.

So, on that basis it should be fine for our next evening walk on Tuesday 26th July. The start point is Woodford Parish Church. Be ready to start at 7.00pm. (You can park in the lane between the Church and Oliver’s Bistro)

Don’t think of it as a 4 mile walk – think of it as a couple of hour’s postprandial stroll! Do come and join us

Stewart Bradley – Tel: 873774

e-mail ldb.snb@bradleymail.co.uk
ANSWERS TO BIBLE BOOKS SEARCH

Did you find all 16 books of the Bible hidden at the foot of page 29 in the June Herald? The books (in order of appearance in the paragraph) were:

Mark, Luke, Kings, Acts, Revelation, James, Ruth, Numbers, Job, Amos, Esther, Judges, Titus, Lamentations, Hebrews and Peter.

No prizes, but you are allowed to feel a little smug if you did!

BUILDERS' FELLOWSHIP 1998 – 2011

After 13 years, meeting on over 200 occasions every 3rd week on Sunday evenings, Builders' will cease to be. From small beginnings, the group at one time boasted 27 members. Of late, this number has been much reduced.

Why did this group continue over the years? Possibly a combination of order and flexibility is the answer.

The order came from the fact that the date and venue of the next meeting was always decided before people went home. Those not present would receive a note from Arnold passing on information about the previous meeting and giving details of the next venue.

The flexibility came in the shape of the topics/themes discussed. These were decided by the ‘Leader’ for the day. Members were either encouraged or volunteered to lead. Topics as diverse as ‘Insects and small animals in the Bible’,  ‘New Year Resolutions’, ‘Childhood Images of God’ and ‘The Trinity’ were explored.  We enjoyed musical evenings and social events together too.

Always an opening prayer and a closing blessing combined with a warm welcome ensured we remembered our ‘Church’ connections.

It is however fair to say that without Arnold's meticulous record keeping, the group might not have survived so long. Members over the years owe both him and Lorna a huge debt of gratitude.

Anne Hindle
If I were to try to answer Anne’s question, I would say that our longevity was due to the recipe we formulated at the outset: total informality, ad hoc leadership, everyone taking a turn (if they wanted to), meeting in members homes, no pressure to lead or to host a meeting, simple refreshments at the end of the discussion, freedom to discuss any topic except church ‘politics’, membership open to all, keeping those who could not attend informed about the meeting, caring for each other, ‘building each other up’, and deep fellowship.

And why did we finish? With a majority of near and actual octogenarians, we were not attractive to new, younger members – and we are becoming more susceptible to the ‘anno domino effect’!
Arnold Samuels 
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PMC Scalextric Championships!

One Friday night in June, a keen competitive streak was shown by a number of Poynton Methodist Churchgoers at our Scalextric meet up at Julie and Mark Scale’s Scalextric track. 

Eleanor Hall performed several fantastically fast circuits to gain first choice of lane and then become the ultimate winner following 2 eagerly fought semi-finals for drivers to earn places in the final 6. Stirling Moss unfortunately seems to have lost the edge and given way to the younger elements (you know who you are Stirling?!) 

The final places on the podium went to:

Eleanor Hall (1st place)

Dave Holmes (2nd place)

Sally Holmes (3rd place) – a keen contest between the Holmes family ensued for most of the evening!

A special mention goes to Clare Finnis who, much to the disgust of her two sons, beat both of them! A fantastic time was had by all – if you missed this time, make sure you make it next time! It’s a great social event for all ages. 

A huge thanks goes to Julie and Ruth Scale for hosting the event and making it such fun.

Sally Holmes

Poynton Methodist Film Nights

 ‘The King’s Speech’, the award winning film starring

 Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush and Helena Bonham Carter 

will be showing at church on Saturday, 16th July at 7.00pm.

Full details in June Herald p15

On Thurs 18th August at 2.00pm we will be showing:

‘South Pacific’

This world famous 1958 musical is set on a South Pacific island during World War II. Love blooms between a young nurse and a secretive Frenchman who's being courted for a dangerous military mission. 

The film lasts 157 minutes and is U rated.

 There is no charge for watching the films.

 Ice creams will be served in the interval for £1 each.

Film Night with Anna

We are holding a film night on 17th September at Poynton,
which will hope to link with the kids from Messy Church.

The plan is to have two different slots,

one from 3.00pm – 5.00pm for kids ages 0-7

(this slot may have a few games, final details have not been decided) and the other from 6.00pm – 8.00pm for kids aged 8+.

We would like to get the most current films available on DVD,
so we don't know the titles of the films yet.

Watch out for more news!

 Anna Frame
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FOCUS ON ROMANIA
Since 1996, Emanuel Hospice in Oradea has provided free medical care to 1500 patients through its home care service. The team now has a vision to provide 24-hour care 7 days a week in an in-patient unit. Many patients have no family or friends to care for them and the need is greater than ever.

After joining the EU in 2007, awareness grew in Romania of the need for hospice care. There was an initial eagerness to open in-patient units in state hospitals. However, medical reforms earlier this year led to the immediate closure of these units as hospitals shift their focus onto curative treatment.

After two years of prayer by the Hospice team, the mayor of Biher County has recently given a large plot of land to Emanuel Hospice so that a 24/7 Hospice unit can be built! The mayor is also helping to promote the project by sending leaflets to local businesses, urging them to support this new venture! This is almost unheard of in Romania.

The furniture you donate to LIM by contacting their distribution Manager, Jeff Stoker on 0796 751494, to arrange collection or a house clearance (a small charge may apply) helps those in need in this country by enabling them to buy good quality furniture at a price they can afford. The proceeds then fund projects in Romania, India and other countries, so your donation works twice!

Hilary Parry
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Many thanks to all our collectors – all our roads were covered and we increased the money taken from the house-to-house collection from £2295.28 last year to £2499.16 this year. Gift aided money also increased from £838.62 to £1000.81.
I have been challenged several times about the necessity of a house-to-house collection – in my eyes, it has two real benefits – firstly it is a tremendous witness for Christianity, so needed these days. The army of people going out during this week celebrates Churches of all denominations working together so that there can be ‘life before death’ for people in desperate need. Secondly, it spreads the load of giving – the general public is invited to give as well as Church people.

Mandy Hawkyard
ACTION FOR CHILDREN

The Home Collecting Boxes have now been emptied and we are delighted to report that a total of £1,317.73 has been raised. Thank you to all our box holders for their regular commitment to the Children Who Need it Most.

Action for Children Sunday.

The Date:  10th July.
The Time: 10.30am

The service will be led by Rev Peter Went, not Mr Richard Baker as printed in the Plan. A representative from AfC Regional Office at Warrington will be joining us to bring us up to date on recent developments. There will be an envelope collection at this service.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Brenda and Colin Oakley. 

WORLD MISSION BOXES

All box holders are reminded that they should hand in their World Mission box for the year-end for emptying and counting. Please do this as soon as possible by handing them in to me, a church steward, or ring 873844 to arrange collection of a box or cheque. Cheques should be made payable to The Methodist Church Fund for World Mission.

Your help would be appreciated in getting the money into the account as soon as possible. I would like to say thank you to all our contributors, and, if you feel you would like to support the Methodist Church in its outreach and practical service worldwide, then please contact me for a box or to make a regular donation.

Eileen Bottrill

Thank you to all who supported the FoB car wash and coffee. We raised £130 for Children in Need which we hope we shall add to at the Alternative Market in November. It is the chosen charity for this year for the group.
Judy Gibbons

RUNNING FOR MRDF

London 10k Run for MRDF – News update for 10th July 2011

Other runners from the area are Helen Boardman, (District Development Enabler, Manchester & Stockport District), Ruth Pickles (soon to be Vice President of the Methodist Conference), Heather Staniland, (District Enabler, Chester & Stoke), and me. There are two others in the team from Worcestershire and London. I shall have my sponsorship form, but we are all sharing a Justgiving page which can be accessed for online donations at
www.justgiving.com/MRDFmethodists
Judy Gibbons
TEDDY BAGS

It is that time of year again! Teddy bags will be given out at church on Sunday 4th September. They need to be back in church by Harvest Festival, Sunday 9th October. To get ready for this involves a huge year-round operation. A great big “Thankyou” is given to anyone who helps either by donating or making. If you would like to help, listed below are a number of ways that you can:

1.  Donating wool (double knitting wool in bright colours especially welcome).

2.  Donating patterns for hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, socks etc.

3.  Making ties for the teddy bags.

4.  Donating cord or ribbon for the ties.

5.  Making or just cutting out teddy bags.

6.  Donating knitted items.

7.  Knitting teddies (patterns and filling available).

I can arrange to store any of the above. To help contact Hilary Parry (873674) or Liz Baker (403787).

If you don’t feel able to fill a bag, you can either donate money to transport costs or see either Mandy Hawkyard (875032) or Liz Baker (403787) who can purchase items for bags for £10 on your behalf.

Below is the list of items to be included in the bags. Once again we are also collecting knitted items such as socks, hats, scarves, mittens etc to suit all children. These items must be new. This is entirely voluntary, but these extra gifts are much appreciated. PLEASE KEEP EXACTLY TO THIS LIST AS ANY EXTRA ITEMS HAVE TO BE TAKEN OUT. ANY KNITTED ITEMS MUST NOT BE PUT INTO THE BAGS BUT KEPT SEPARATE. Thank you.

1 tablet of soap in tin foil


1 writing pad

1 toothbrush




1ballpoint pen

1tube of toothpaste



1pencil

1 comb or hairbrush



1 pencil sharpener

1facecloth




1 rubber

1 packet of plasters



1 packet of sweets

1 Christmas card (please write a greeting inside)

Also a £2 coin wrapped in paper or in an envelope and pinned to the outside of the teddy bag to help with transport costs.

Thank you all very much.




Liz Baker

ADVERTISING YOUR EVENT
 

Would you like to advertise your PMC-related event on the screen before or after Sunday morning worship? Would you like to show us what happened at such an event?
If so, please put your information or photos into a PowerPoint Presentation and email it to the named person programming the computer for Sunday worship, usually Arnold or Mandy.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

1st July
Happy birthday to Isobel Reid p 17
5th
Weekday worship p 5
10th
Action for Children Sunday p 23

10th 
Judy’s running again! p 24

11th 
Happy birthday to Robert Finnis p 17
14th
Ladies’ Fellowship walk and faith supper p 17
16th
Film Night p 21

17th 
Happy birthday to Charlotte Hall p 17
17th
Visit of Rev Pete Shepherd p 5

22nd 
Sponsored Hymn Sing p 14

24th 
Circuit Service p 4, 14
26th
Walking Together p18
2nd  August
Weekday worship p 5

6th 
Andy’s and Victoria’s Wedding Day p 17

14th 
Circuit Service p 4

18th 
Happy birthday to Eleanor Hall p 17

18th 
Film Night p 21

4th Sept
Teddy bags distribution p 25

6th 
Weekday worship p 5

6th
Circuit Choir rehearsals commence p 3
8th 
Ladies’ Fellowship resumes p 18

11th 
Young Church and ‘Evolve’ resume p 7

17th 
Film Night with Anna p 21

9th October
Return your full Teddy Bags p 25
Spotted in a Safari Park:
“Elephants, please stay in your car.”
And in a clothes shop:

“Wonderful bargains for men with 16 and 17 necks.”
THE SEPTEMBER HERALD
Closing date for submissions will be 18th August or earlier if possible. Articles by e-mail to arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (on A5 if possible, please) or in the Herald pigeonhole.

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS
The September Herald will be available for you to pick up from 26th August. There are sometimes events taking place in the first week of each new magazine and we hope that as many as possible get the details in time.
To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page.
Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told.
Copyright
Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be made.

This magazine includes images from Corel GALLERY™, which are protected by the copyright laws of the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. Used under license.

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan, the Circuit Directory and our website: http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk

The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk  contains a wealth of useful and interesting information.

Our Minister, Rev John A Squares, is on sabbatical from 1st June to 8th September. Rev Peter Went and Rev Ray Brown will be available in John’s office on Tuesdays and Thursdays respectively from 10.00am to noon. Funeral enquiries will be handled by Rev Peter Went. In an emergency, please ring one of the other Circuit ministers: Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah 0161 483 3706 or Rev Eddie Gordon 0161 483 4952. For Church Notices and office-related queries, please continue to contact: office@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
MONDAY

 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


10.00am
Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162)

  8.00pm
(Rock Badgers Year 11 meet in term time. (Denise Reid 871961)
TUESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.45am
Meeting for Prayer (Ros Lathbury 879647)


 7.30pm
Guides and Rangers (Lynzi Humphreys 878356)


 8.15pm
Prayer Group*( (Hilary Parry 873674)

WEDNESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 4.45pm
 Rainbows (Sue Dyson 876394)


 6.00pm
 Brownies (Alison Whitbread 876452)


 7.30pm
 Guides (Jean Lunt 874099)


 7.00pm
Art Relax (Lynn Allaby 01625 528067)
THURSDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.30am
Parents and Toddlers (Rachel Hall 07909 565 050)

10.30am
*Friends Together (Mandy Hawkyard 875032)

 7.45pm
Ladies’ Fellowship* (Barbara Dixon 878430)

FRIDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)

SUNDAY


 10.30am
Crèche – 0-years (Denise Reid 871961)

 10.30am
Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062)


 10.30am 
Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998)


  6.00pm
FoB – School Years 6-13* (Judy Gibbons 878016/Christine Ding 859438)

  8.00pm
Builders Fellowship*( (Arnold Samuels 875665)

EVERY WEEKDAY
 Kids Zone – Before & after school club & holiday care


 (Pam Dowd 0771 700 3322)

10.00am to 12.30pm
 Open Hands Room 4 and Coffee in the Lounge (Room 4 – 878589)

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible.

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for: 

 *fortnightly or monthly     (not on Church premises     not PMC organised
(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details).

http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
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Our Church Family encourages everyone…


To come to worship God who loves us


To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour


To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Come to worship God who loves us…





Poynton Methodist Church is in the Hazel Grove and Poynton Circuit of the Manchester and Stockport


Methodist District.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour…





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…





Our Church Family encourages everyone


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.





The subject of prayer


On Sunday 17th July, our 10.30am service will be led by Rev Pete Shepherd. This will be his last service here before he takes up his new appointment in Devon. His subject will be ‘Prayer’ and we look forward to hearing and learning from him.





If you would like a set of Weekly Giving Envelopes, wish to covenant your giving, join the Gift Aid scheme or give by Standing Order, please see our Church Treasurer,


Stephen Dawson
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