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Delivered by ………….
……………………………………………………..

your pastoral visitor, who can be contacted on…………………….
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Dear friends,





June 2011
I met with Pete Shepherd today. He is the District Mission Enabler who helped us with our Vision project last July and will return this July to do more work to help keep our momentum going. His focus is to get us talking, to highlight the importance of prayer and help us with this in a small group format.

One of the comments he made at a recent Vision Group meeting was how desirable it would be for a church to have each of its members belong to at least one small group. I think this means joining a group that meets regularly where relationships deepen and trust is built. It does not need to look like any one thing.

I can say that my calling would not have been clearly understood had there not been a bible study group that encouraged me towards the seminary. There was also a lunch bunch of younger members that would eat together most weeks which helped me keep my sanity amid the pressures of academic rigor, the tensions of working for a church in conflict with its minister and personal things like girlfriends that did not like the idea of dating a churchman.

I know you could tell stories of your friends in the church helping you through life, but we need to consider not only the groups that we have and the people we draw to them, but also the people outside our walls who we hope will soon identify with a group working under the church umbrella. What kinds of things could we offer that we feel comfortable inviting people to join? We need more small group opportunities, targeting a wider community than our current membership. 

Pete and I only spoke about his visit in July for a few moments. We quickly began reminiscing about our calling and past appointments, where his family was heading near the south coast, and the joys and sorrows of professional ministry. I did not go into great depth, but we chatted a bit about my sabbatical and, like everyone I have spoken with, he encouraged me to truly enjoy the time apart from the church. I do not know how well I will function apart from the church as the ministry is so integral to my identity, but I have always wanted to write and had thought I would have finished a doctorate by now. I often use the excuse of the calling, and how church life gets in the way of the long periods of concentration that I need to write anything longer than a sermon. 
“What could be longer than one of your sermons?” I hope to stretch a talk I gave to a group of teenagers about Theology and Hip Hop Music and have much of that thought through already. I will work on that to distract the greater project of laying the basis for a study of Pregnancy Loss and the Father. 

Though much of my time will be spent in the village, I will need plenty of space to be able to give the writing a fair chance.  This does not mean I will cross the street when I see you. That is not my nature and I do not wish to shut anyone out, but I would hope that you will turn to the front of Plan and call on Eddie, Kofi, Ray Brown or Peter Went if you have any ministerial need. Peter is the first port of call for a funeral. Peter and Ray intend to keep office hours for drop-in needs on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. I hope to return to you on 8th September with renewed vigour and much to share about what I have explored. Maybe I will be lucky enough to share some of my work in your new small group. If you do not have one already, let us get some started. 

God bless you and thank you for all the support you give to my ministry, my family and for the love of God I feel from this place just for me.

Peace in Christ,

Rev John
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON IN JUNE 2011
	Date
	9.00 am
	10.30 am
	6.00 pm.

	5th June
	10.30am R Baker (no Young Church)

	12th MHA Sunday
	10.30am A Law
	6.00pm CS at WL

	19th
	9.00am Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah HC
	10.30am

C Hughes

	26th
	10.30am Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah HC

	3rd July Conference Sunday
	10.30am M Hawkyard


SUNDAY SERVICES AT WOOD LANES AND GREEN CLOSE

JUNE 2011
	Date
	WOOD LANES

10.30 am
	GREEN CLOSE

2.30 pm

	5th June
	Rev E Gordon HC
	S Bradley

	12th
MHA Sunday
	2.30pm CA
Rev P W Ensor
	2.30pm United Service
at Wood Lanes

	12th 
	6.00pm Circuit Service at Wood Lanes

Rev P W Ensor

	19th
	K Tonge
	Rev E Gordon

	26th
	T Eaves
	Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah
HC

	3rd July
Conference Sunday
	T Eaves
	A Rashleigh


5th June Lawrence House at 10.30am – D Allaby
CA
Church Anniversary
CS
Circuit Service


HC
Holy Communion

WL
Wood Lanes
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PRAYER
[image: image4.wmf]There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and you will be very welcome to join any of the following groups: -

Daytime Group: - We meet in the church prayer corner every Tuesday at 9.45am.

Evening Group: - We meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 8.15pm at the home of Hilary Parry, 20 Hazelbadge Road (873674), praying specifically for Romania.

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the cupboard door near the front entrance. Elsie Faulkner would be happy to add your name to our rota.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
The first Tuesday in June is 7th June. There will be a service at noon on that day followed by a simple lunch. All are very welcome to this 30min service that caters for shoppers, passers-by and everyone who is available and wishes to take this extra opportunity to worship.
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‘Bible Facts’ by Anne Adams, published by Candle Books at £4.99.

This book, part of the Candle Discovery Series, is cram-jam full of facts about life in Bible times. There is very little spare space on any of the colourful pages. At the back is a useful index.

In the book you can find out things like how a tent was made, what houses looked like, what people ate, what clothes they wore, how they travelled, what jobs they did, how they celebrated weddings, how they dealt with death and funerals etc.

There are also sections about the Temple, synagogues and Jewish Festivals. I learned lots of new things from this book. There are many  Bible references. ‘Bible Facts’ is excellent value for money, and I would like to recommend it to all ages.
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY
The Methodist Church ‘Time to Talk of God’: Recovering Christian conversation as a way of nurturing discipleship.
Julie Papievis ‘Go Back and Be Happy’: Reclaiming life after a devastating loss.
Grace Shepherd ‘Living With Dying’.

The widow of the Rev David Shepherd, former Bishop of Liverpool, talks about David's final illness and also her own cancer. A very moving book.

Ros Lathbury

YOUNG CHURCH WITH A DIFFERENCE
Following the Whit break, the Sunday classes for both Young Church and Evolve are planned to be delivered a little bit differently.

All the children and young adults will be combined into one group with a different themed ‘type of ministry’ being explored and experienced.

12th June – Flower Ministry

19th June – Music (instrumental)

26th June – Drama

3rd July – Dance / Flags

10th July – Worship Songs

17th July – Art / Banners / Posters

We thank all of our volunteer leaders for organising these sessions, together with CRB-cleared representatives of Young Church who will be present throughout. 

Any members of our Church Family who feel that they could benefit from helping or being present in these sessions are more than welcome to join – the more the merrier. 

Ian Hall

MARK THIS IN YOUR DIARY…

In support of Biblefresh, on Thursday 23rd June we are going to read the whole of Mark’s gospel aloud. It will be dramatised, with different speakers reading the parts of people in the story.

It will start at 7.30pm at PMC, with a break for tea and cake halfway.

Please come and listen. 

If you would be able and willing to read even just a single line then please contact Richard Baker on 01625 403787 or richardandlizbaker@googlemail.com … or just turn up on the night.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. Mark 13.31

MARY’S PRAYER

Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. […] They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. [Acts 1.12-14]
It has been said that we pray for a few minutes on a Sunday and are overjoyed if one person comes to faith; this group of followers prayed for ten days and over 3,000 came to Christ. Prayer is a powerful commodity.

Mary’s faith must have been tested sorely by recent events. Her first-born son had been given a criminal’s death on the cross, then he had risen from the dead, then he has gone again, ascended into heaven. Jesus’ friends had deserted him, gone their separate ways at the crucifixion, yet now they are gathered together in fear of the authorities. I assume Mary is in hiding with them for the same reason: her connection with Jesus.

There are many unanswered questions about Mary. Did Jesus appear to her between the resurrection and the ascension? How did she feel about Judas Iscariot, the man who betrayed her son to the authorities? How did she feel about Peter taking charge, when three times he denied that he knew Jesus on that final day?

But Mary was with her family, the disciples and the women after Jesus ascended into heaven. She was with them in prayer. Perhaps it was a prayer pleading for safety. Perhaps it was a prayer asking for forgiveness. Perhaps she wept with her God, grieving as only a mother can, unclear how to deal with characters such as Judas and Peter. Perhaps she praised God for fulfilling the promises he made to her 34 years earlier.

I suspect it was a mixture of these, and more. When life was at its most difficult and confusing, she was still devoutly seeking her God.
Mary had ten days of prayer before Pentecost transformed the world. And after this passage, we read nothing more of her. She is not referred to in the bible again (the two later references to ‘Mary’ give no suggestion of it being Jesus’ mother). She was there for Jesus from beginning to end, standing by her son.
I wonder if, having watched Jesus all those years, witnessing many of his miracles and hearing his preaching, her ‘end-of-life’ Magnificat might have gone something like this:

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will praise His name, 


for the Mighty One has done great things through Jesus.



Holy is his name!

God’s mercy extends to those who fear him,


from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds:


he has brought good news to the poor


released the captive


brought sight to the blind.

He has brought down the proud,


he has loved the unlovely.

He has recognised the humble of heart



and lifted them up.

He has fed the five thousand 


and has told the rich to give everything to the poor.

He has cleared God’s temple,


offered himself in sacrifice.

God has been faithful and merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,

just as he promised our ancestors.”

Catharine Hughes

Catharine’s reflections on Mary, commencing last month, will be published here as a series over the next few editions. (Ed.)

THE ROLE OF A CHURCH STEWARD

I used to think that Church Stewards were reliable, responsible people with a wealth of knowledge about the Methodist Church. I was very surprised, therefore, when Peter Ensor asked me to consider joining their ranks.

The prospect was very daunting and, as all my sons were still living at home at that time, I felt justified in declining. Peter, however, persuaded me to try it for a year and, as you all know, I am still here.

I found that the stewards are a very supportive group. At a recent Steward’s meeting John described us as a ‘Small Group’. Although I hadn’t previously considered us in this way I would definitely agree.

The most regular duty is the week-by-week organisation of services. Each quarter we are asked when we are not available to help with services. A rota is drawn up allocating each of us to a particular week, usually every third week. The No.1 steward contacts the preacher at the beginning of the week to let them know who to contact, and to ask them to forward details of the service. When we receive it, we then pass it on to the musician and the person whose task it is to prepare the projector program. As most people now use email, this is simply a matter of forwarding e-mails. Special services, such as Christmas or Easter may require more preparation but this is unusual. Later in the week, it is necessary to find people to read the lessons.

On Sundays, we arrive early for each service and work our way down a list of preparations, from lifting the catch on the emergency exit to changing the batteries in the microphones. After each service, we make sure that things are put away and switched off.

In addition, we meet approximately every six weeks to review services, prepare for forthcoming ones and to discuss issues that may have been raised since the last meeting. These may range from the appointment of a new member of staff to the best place to store surplus chairs.

We are a varied group. We each have different skills and areas where we feel comfortable. Tasks are arranged between us so that we only take on roles where we feel competent.

Although the role is time consuming, I feel that I have benefited from my time as a steward. I have developed friendships with the other stewards. I also know many more members of the congregation so that I feel much more involved in the church family. It is a rewarding role and I feel privileged to have been able to help in the organisation of the church. I still do not consider myself able to deal with many issues, but if asked about most things, I could point you in the direction of a man/woman who can.

We always need more stewards. The greater the number, the more the work is shared, so if you are approached, do consider joining us.

Christine Ding

COLLECTIONS, MARCH & APRIL 2011

6th March

   473

3rd April

443
13th


   354

10th


354
20th


   371

17th


410
27th


   348

24th


437
Direct giving

2,345

Direct giving

1,798
Total


3,891

Total


3,442
Room hire

1,977

Room Hire

1,490

Stephen Dawson, Church Treasurer

ANNA’S NEW CIRCUIT WEBSITE
Have you looked at our new Circuit website dedicated to Anna’s work among children and families? It contains all the information you require to keep you right up to date with all that’s going on around our Circuit. http://www.circuitfamilies.org.uk will whisk you along and tell you what she’s up to.
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Many thanks to Marjorie and Barbara for bringing me the lovely flowers from church. It was so nice to have a chat and cup of tea on such a beautiful day. It was a lovely thought. God Bless 

Linda Taylor

I wish to thank everyone for their ‘Get Well’ wishes and the lovely plant you sent.

Maureen Downing

What a lovely surprise it was when Marjorie and Barbara called with the beautiful carnations! That you should think of me is much appreciated and I send my love and thanks to you all.

Joan Singer

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to:

Ivy Stanley on the birth of her great Granddaughter, Hannah, on Monday 2nd May.

Joyce and Neville Cooke (Parklands) who celebrated their Golden Wedding on Friday 20th May.

Happy Birthday to the following members of our Young Church:

Tom Holmes, who will be 12 on 19th June

Joe Reid, who will be 16 on 30th June

Welcome to the two newest members of our Church Family who were baptised on Easter Day, 24th April:

Leo Benjamin Warburton, son of Colette and Ben and

Scarlet Freya Naden, daughter of Derrian & Pete.

CHURCH IN ABU DHABI

Churches are allowed in Abu Dhabi and I have to say I have had more conversations about faith here than I have ever had in the UK. The conversations tend to be with the Muslims and Americans I work with, all of whom are more open than the Brits here. 

I found it hard to find a spiritual home, both from a physical point of view (I get lost all the time and even though I have a map I am useless), and also to see where I could fit in. The first church I visited was very large 500 +. There were all nationalities present but I never went back; not sure why, but I had lots of excuses. Spurred on (and ordered!) by John Squares, I went to another church nearer where I live. The church meets in a restaurant and has only been going two years. It has an average congregation of about seventy. It feels more like home and I now attend regularly and have joined a home group that has just been started by people from Bakewell. They also have a fabulous flat with a sea view, so that helps.

Easter in Abu Dhabi is not ignored; in all the shops, you can buy Easter eggs and chocolate bunnies. The day for worship is Friday so I attended church on Good Friday and celebrated Easter Sunday on the same day. There was a planned sunrise service on Easter Sunday but work starts for me at 7.30am and I was worried about getting lost on the way to work and being late. So instead, I took cake for our staff meeting planned that day. Being sensitive(yes that is what I said, I was sensitive) to local people, I told them it was a special holy day for me, and they started shouting Happy Easter to me, and we all ate a rather nice strawberry cake before the meeting. 

I have had many conversations here about who Jesus is; Muslims see Jesus as a prophet and do not believe the crucifixion took place. I have also had conversations about signs of the end of the world. Ask yourself how many conversations like that we have in the UK. I think outside the Christian community the answer is very few.  

The Muslims I have met believe faith is an important aspect of life and respect me for having a faith. Contrary to what the press would have us believe, they do not hate the west and are honest and open people of faith. We may not agree with their beliefs, but like the Jews, we all share the historical background of Abraham, Moses, Jesus and many more. 

Hopefully I’ll be seeing you all soon. Thank you for allowing me to share this experience with you. Love to you all, Carol Cotton.
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PMC Scalextric Championships!

Over the last few years there has been a keen competitive streak shown amongst many of our friends as we’ve battled it out on Julie and Mark Scale’s Scalextric track at Goyt Mill – now it’s your turn to take part in this years’ championships!! 

Julie and Mark have a 6 and an 8 lane track and welcome all ages from children age 7 years to grandparents (under 7s generally find it too difficult to control the cars or to steward) - we all have a fantastic time (ask Chris Hawkyard or Roger Drinkwater!).
Anyone (over 7yrs) can race. 

Beginners, friends and family all welcome.

The cars are operated very easily using a one-handed trigger button - so everyone can pick it up in seconds! The skill is in not squeezing your trigger too hard when your car goes around the corners so that you crash off the circuit. When your turn to race is called, you stand on a raised area (to give you a better view of the track) and wait for the starting orders. You control your car from here without moving anywhere.

Anyone not racing is needed to ‘steward’ – that is, position the cars on the track at the starting line ready to go and to pick up cars that spin off and pop them back in their slotted lane once the race has begun! 

If you fancy challenging our previous winners for a place on the podium, our next Scalextric meet has been booked. Julie Scale has kept the price at a fantastic £5 a head, and drinks and nibbles will be provided. 

Our next races are on:

Friday 10th June 2011

6.30pm meet Civic Hall Carpark (to share lifts) 

7.00pm Chequered Flag Start at Goyt Mill Scalextric Circuit

Booking on a first come, first served basis (as always), with names as soon as possible, to Sally Holmes on Tel 260451 or drop a note into my pigeonhole at the back of church. Pay on the night.

All Age 7 to 97 years welcome – give it a go!

(sorry - 6 years and under – your time will come!)

Poynton Methodist Film Nights

 ‘The King’s Speech’, the award winning film starring

 Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush and Helena Bonham Carter 

will be showing at church on Saturday, 16th July at 7.00pm.

If you missed this film when it was on at the cinema, then now is the time to find out what everyone’s been talking about! If you’ve seen it before, then come and enjoy it again!

This is a 12A rated film lasting 118 minutes which tells the story of the man who became King George VI, the father of Queen Elizabeth II. After his brother abdicates, George ('Bertie') reluctantly assumes the throne. Plagued by a dreadful stammer and considered unfit to be king, Bertie engages the help of an unorthodox speech therapist named Lionel Logue. Through a set of unexpected techniques, and as a result of an unlikely friendship, Bertie is able to find his voice and boldly lead the country through war.

There is no charge for the film.

Ice creams will be served in the interval for £1 each.

IDEAS IN ACTION

Ideas are my strength, but I have a habit of taking on more than I can manage. ArtRelax members will testify to this as they run for the hills when I declare, “I’ve had an idea”! That said, I have had another idea. It is to stage an art exhibition here at the church and in the Hall. Named ‘Art & Soul’ the exhibition will give scope for creative responses to the title. The Church Family Committee, supported by Rev. John, is keen to invite church members to help with the many tasks that this will involve.

The exhibition will bring the community through our doors, opening up opportunities to meet and befriend many new visitors who may not otherwise cross our path. Opening the event to local artists to sell their work with a percentage commission to charity, and schools to present their work to the public in general, I would hope to attract a large audience.

The origin of this came about when financial cuts bit at the proposed Day of Culture event planned by the local council, in which we as a church were to take part. Staging our own event however, is a big task. To be successful, a team of volunteers will be required with the skills below…
1. D.I.Y./Handymen – to prepare the rooms for hanging work and structures

2. Administration – to manage bookings and correspondence

3. Artistic appreciation – to take part in a selection committee for submitted art suitable for inclusion.

4. As above plus muscle – to hang pictures artistically.

5. Financial – to manage and account for monies taken/allocated.

6. Promotion & publicity – to investigate and utilise opportunities to publicise the event

7. Befrienders – to welcome and assist visitors on the event days.

8. Catering – to supply and ‘man’ the kitchen for refreshments offered for sale on event days.

There is much exciting detail to add to this information, but first and foremost, we must get committed support before we can take things any further.

The proposed date for this two or more day event will be in the spring of 2012. This sounds a long way off, but schools, for example, will need a proposal well in advance to prepare work.

If you feel that you can commit to this in any of the above ways I would like to hear from you. 

Documents outlining the roles mentioned above and giving further information in general are available for those with email, from lynn.allaby@gmail.com. For all other enquiries and offers of help please phone me on 01625 528067.

Please give this idea your consideration – we are fishing…

Lynn Allaby

LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

Our meeting on 5th May was a question and answer session with Rev John. Some of his answers had us in fits of laughter and it was altogether an informative and enjoyable evening.

Our Annual General Meeting was on 19th May. It was chaired by our President, Rev John Squares. We re-elected our committee en-bloc as follows:

Chair



Barbara Dixon

Treasurer


Brenda Wainwright

Minutes & Flower Sec
Sandra Townsend

Network & Pastoral

Julie Hallworth

Programme


Chris Thompson & Brenda Smith

Social



Anne Batterton

Registrar


Jean Rashleigh

Pianists


Joyce Deighton & Alison Court

Refreshments


Florence Gill & Audrey McDonald

The summer trip is on a Tuesday this year, when we will travel to Dunham Massey on 14th June, leaving the Civic car park at 10.00am for what we hope will be a pleasant day.

The summer walk and faith supper is due to be held on 14th July. More about this in the next Herald.

Barbara Dixon
THE BIRTHDAY CAKE
(or ‘Why Not to Let Your Husband in the Kitchen’)

It was the eve of Jack’s second birthday. John had decided that he was going to make the birthday cake this year. He had quite an example to live up to, as the previous year I had created ‘Helm’s Deep’ out of chocolate cake and chocolate fingers, and iced a birthday greeting in amongst the elves and orcs surrounding it.

John decided he was going to make a cake in the shape of a basketball. He announced that I wasn’t allowed in the kitchen whilst he was creating this masterpiece, and so I settled down in front of the telly to watch ‘Sense and Sensibility’. “That should give him enough time to sort it out,” I thought to myself.

How wrong I was! After the two-hour-long film had finished and I had watched two episodes of ‘The Vicar of Dibley,’ I began to get thirsty. Venturing to the kitchen door, I reached towards the kettle to switch it on. “Can’t you see I’m busy? Go away!” was my greeting. “But Dear, I need a drink,” I replied. My loving husband volunteered to put the kettle on himself, so I left the kitchen and returned to the sofa. 

Seconds later, there was an almighty crash in the kitchen followed by loud yelling. My beloved had put the electric whisk into the bowl of icing and left it there whilst he went to put the kettle on. The whisk, being top heavy, had toppled over along with the bowl and landed on the kitchen floor. It had landed on the ‘ON’ button, and as I rounded the corner, I was met by a spray of icing as the whisk snaked its way across the kitchen, chased by my yelling husband.

In describing the mess that I had to clean up later, it is far easier to explain where the icing wasn’t than where it actually was. It took far longer to clean the kitchen, all the appliances, the walls, the ceiling etc. than it did eventually to make the cake. The cake didn’t look remotely like a basketball, as the food colouring was yellow and made the icing runny. John gave up towards the end and covered it in cherries and Winnie the Pooh characters. When he’d finally finished, he looked like someone who’d just painted the living room rather than someone who’d baked a cake.

Jack had a fantastic second birthday. He got to blow out the candles on his ‘basketball’ cake and everyone enjoyed their piece. His cake was made with love and will be talked about for years to come; long after ‘Helm’s Deep’ has been forgotten!

I think the thing I learned from this whole experience (apart from  never to let my husband near the kitchen again!) is that it doesn’t matter how expensive or brilliant a gift may be, the gifts that are remembered and truly appreciated by your loved ones are the ones created by you out of love. You earn their love in return. In Luke 6.38, Jesus tells us ‘Give and it shall be given unto you.’ John put all his efforts into creating that cake for Jack and Jack loved him for it.

Nicola Squares

FATHER’S DAY BACON BUTTY BREAKFAST

Following on from last year’s successful Father’s Day extravaganza, all eligible Gentlemen from our Church Family are cordially invited to this year’s culinary celebration.

Sunday 19th June 9.45am in Rooms 1 and 2
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Invitations will be passed out by Young Church members but please do not be offended if you do not receive one. All are welcome !!!.

To assist in the preparations, please sign up to attending on the appropriate sheet on the concertina doors in the church foyer.

CHURCH PANTO

You may be wondering what happened to our Church panto this year. I know it’ll have been sadly missed! After all our stunning performances in the past years, (who could forget our wonderful team of dwarfs?) we couldn’t think of anything to top them. Also, unfortunately, after all of the hard work Rachel and Ian Hall have done for the panto in the past (we know getting us into line can’t be easy!), Rachel has returned to full time work. She therefore couldn’t direct the panto this year, so we were without our fabulous director.

So, if you’d like to see the panto again next year, we were wondering if anyone could step up and fill their place. We have a willing team of scriptwriters already, so you don’t have to have any experience, you just have to go to rehearsals, keep us all together and hopefully make us look good! I’m sure there are plenty of able people out there. 

The rehearsals will be in January and February for a performance in early March 2012. If you think that you could make rehearsals, and would be prepared to give it a go, then please talk to Sally or Helen Holmes (260451) or John Turner (875181). 

Go on – give it a go! (We’re not that scary – honest!)

Helen Holmes 
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WALKING TOGETHER

Whether you are a hardened walker, or just enjoy a stroll, spring was a wonderful time for walking this year. Clear skies and a cooling breeze made for some great walks. Now we have the benefit of the long evenings, and hopefully it will be so warm and sunny in the daytime that we shall be glad of a stroll in the cooler evening air!

Our next evening walk is on Tuesday 28th June. The meeting point is at Rose Hill Station in Marple (the one on the road from Stockport into Marple). We meet ready to start walking at 7.00pm. We usually finish around 9.15pm. If you haven’t been with us before, the pace is relaxed, and the company convivial, so why not give it a go?

The date for the July walk is Tuesday 26th. Details to be announced later.

Stewart Bradley – Tel: 873774

e-mail ldb.snb@bradleymail.co.uk
WHAT’S HAPPENING?

  7th June
Weekday worship p 5
10th 
Scalextric Championships p 15
12th 
Young Church summer programme starts p 7

14th 
Ladies’ Fellowship summer trip p 17

16th 
Herald deadline p 31 & 32

19th 
Happy birthday to Tom Holmes p12

19th 
Father’s Day Breakfast (bring your own bib) p 19

23rd 
Reading Mark’s gospel p 7

24th 
Herald available for distribution p 31
28th
Walking Together p 20

30th 
Happy birthday to Joe Reid p 12

10th July
Action for Children Sunday p 22

10th 
Judy’s running again! p 24
14th
Ladies’ Fellowship walk and faith supper p 17
16th
Film Night p 15
17th
Visit of Rev Pete Shepherd p 5

22nd 
Sponsored Hymn Sing p 21 (April)
26th
Walking Together p 21
Just a joke!

A woman had twins and gave them up for adoption. One went to an Egyptian family and was named ‘Ahmal’. The other went to a Spanish family and was named ‘Juan’.

Years later, Juan found his birth mother and sent her a photograph. She confided to her husband that she wished that she had a photo of the other boy as well. Her husband said, “Why? They’re twins! If you’ve seen Juan, you’ve seen Ahmal!”
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Thank you to all who responded to our request for Home Collecting Boxes. Your response has been most helpful and we look forward to collecting the remaining boxes as soon as possible. Any problems, please phone us on 877686. Remember! The date for your diary is July 10th 10.30am. Action for Children Sunday.
Brenda and Colin.
LIDETA UPDATE

It is some time since we had a clear idea of how things are with the World Vision project in Lideta. We have supported it for five years now, raising over £4,000 which has been sent for the Churches in Partnership project, CHIP. Last year, WV restructured and the CHIP team in Milton Keynes was disbanded; most were made redundant. I have received assurances since then that the work continues, and although the team is now one person, it is still supported and monitored from Milton Keynes.

You will I hope recall that Peter Ensor, Chris Hawkyard and I have each visited the Area Development Programme, ADP, in Lideta, and could not praise the team led by Medenekia Sisay highly enough. I have just had a reunion with the friends I made on my visit. One of them went back last October with her Mother, who went two years before we did. They had arranged to visit their sponsored children. Any of us can contact WV and arrange such a visit. They were welcomed as teams had been before, taken to visit projects and shown all the usual Ethiopian hospitality.

The ADP continues to work using funds sent for child sponsorship. They now have almost 85% of the families where a child is sponsored with an adult in paid employment. When they reach, or get close to 100%, the ADP will leave Lideta, child sponsorship there will stop and the project will end, the work done.

The cost of sponsorship has recently increased but we are still able to sponsor the Church’s child, Natenal. Here in the UK, sponsors are pulling out because of individual financial hardship, but where we can continue our support, it is much needed.

I have from my friend Pip, a report of her visit, part of which is included after this article. The whole document will be on the Notice Board and I am happy to talk to anyone to pass on more information.

As a Church, we have not been as proactive with our overseas projects of late. Perhaps it is time to look for another focus for, say, three years?

Of course, we do continue in individual ways to raise money for overseas relief work. Hilary has recently taken a challenge for the Methodist Relief and Development Fund and I will be too, in July. (see next page).

Judy Gibbons

Pip’s Pointers
Project now in Phase 3: 2009-2013. Main focus: enterprise and child well-being. World Vision Ethiopia feeling the strain of the Western recession. Changing community attitudes is a major task. 80-85% of community families have now taken up some form of enterprise. Work is continuing to encourage the remaining families to get involved in a business.

The library is thriving. Book numbers increased visibly and students using library up to 175, with a target of 200 next year. Greatly supported by government – built a large building next door, capacity 400 students and are to employ a second librarian. Aiming for a third building. Before World Vision came, there was no library at all.

Cloth making has restarted with 10 of the original ladies trying again with support from WV. They are spinning and knitting, selling their product at a monthly bazaar, doing well, paying off their loan and growing their savings.

Brilliant poultry enterprise set up by a group of 8 young lads, making money by selling eggs. Local government provided some land and made them a loan. The Area Development Project provided bird cages and business training. Initially the boys bought 150 chickens and are planning a quick pay off of original loan. They are now looking for additional land so that they can buy more chickens. They are also encouraging others to adopt their ideas and a group of ladies now have land and cages and are awaiting delivery of their first chickens.

RUNNING FOR MRDF

I am still running. I was very pleased with the Manchester 10k and am entered in the Great North Run again, which I hope to run with Pip from my Lideta trip.

This year, my charity focus is on MRDF. My manager, “AS”, spotted the advert by MRDF asking for runners to participate in the London 10K on the 10th July. He thought it would be great for me to try out a London run, seeing the sights without the more gruelling extra 20 miles of a marathon (I hope he hasn’t got me lined up for that one next year?)

I shall have my sponsorship form at Church over the next few weeks and I have already raised something towards my required target of £250, but we can do better than that………..?

Judy Gibbons
METHODIST CHURCH CLAIMED OVER £6M

IN GIFT AID LAST YEAR

We at PMC had a small stake in that!

A big thank you to all our Gift Aid contributors without whose help we would not have been able to reclaim tax on your giving last year.

The Connexional Team Finance Office is now implementing an improved system for processing the reclaim of tax. This will provide a better service and make repayments to churches more quickly. It will also facilitate the effective and timely reclaim of gift aid on donations to connexionally held funds.

A new database will process donations from individuals and churches and also assist in claiming gift aid on behalf of churches and circuits. 

The major change that Gift Aid secretaries will notice is that communication will be primarily by e-mail. 

Gift Aid declaration forms will be available from the Methodist website www.methodist.org.uk/giftaid and the annual returns will be sent out this month by email. It is hoped that the majority of the 4,500 secretaries will make their returns electronically, as this is quicker, more accurate, and more secure than using the post.

From 6 April 2011, it is only possible to reclaim 25p in the £1, as the rate has been reduced from 28p in the £1. 

So far as individual church members are concerned, you will not notice any difference in the way you handle your giving, but it is good to know that the administration will be more efficient and PMC will obtain the refunds more speedily!
If you would like to know how you can join the Gift Aid scheme, please see Stephen Dawson.

FOCUS ON ROMANIA
Now that Romanians are able to leave the country if they have a passport, a few better-off families can enjoy a package deal to the Mediterranean. In the latter years of Ceausescu’s rule, it was only a select few that were allowed to leave Romania and they went mostly to other communist countries. Most Romanians visit their grandmother in a distant village rather than have a Mediterranean package holiday. For some, even this is impossible.

Many children would not have any holiday were it not for summer camps provided by charities such as LIM and Blythswood. One child helped by Blythswood last year was Marcus, a ten-year-old boy who, since his mother died, has repeatedly run away from his father and stepmother and sought refuge with an uncle. This involves living on a mud floor and washing his clothes in cold water.

He was taken to camp and given clean clothes on the train, which he put on at once. He joined in the camp activities from action games to craft work, hiking in the forest and splashing around in the ice-cold mountain streams. He ate well, used a proper toilet, shower and bed. Marcus bonded well with the young volunteers from the UK who shared their own experiences of childhood and growing up. He visited a museum dedicated to a Romanian poet and playwright whose works were studied at school, giving him an awareness of places and people that he could never have hoped to acquire at home. He also heard the Gospel. Going to camp is an invaluable experience for thousands of young people. All will be from low-income families or will be orphans. Many of them could be described accurately as destitute.

If you want to help LIM by donating furniture or arranging a house clearance (for which there is sometimes a small charge) contact Jeff Stoker, LIM Distribution Manager on 0796 751494.

Please pray for Renato’s 14 year-old son, who now calls himself Robbie. He has problems with his spine and has to travel 40 kilometres to Deva for treatment 3 times per week. It is unsure if he can be cured or whether his condition will cause problems in adult life. On days when Renato is working, Anca has to hire a car to get Robbie to Deva. Roxy is enjoying university and studying hard for her law degree. Some friends from her area are at the same university, and as some of their parents have cars, she is sometimes able to get a lift home.

Hilary Parry

SPOTLIGHT ON THE LEESE FAMILY

The Leese family from Poynton Baptist Church, who came to this church last year before they left Poynton for Mostar in Bosnia-Herzegovina, are due to visit friends in England and Scotland for two weeks in June. Gabrielle and Ben (the children) are settling in very well, making new friends, learning the language little by little and enjoying life there.

Over the next few months, they have plenty to look forward to including going on Children’s Camp and the Novi Most team retreat on the Croatian coast when they will be able to spend time with other young team members.

All the time, they will be facing up to the regular challenges of their schoolwork the language and fitting in with their peers at church and school.

Please continue to pray for them all – Elizabeth, Alan, Gabrielle and Ben.

Hilary Parry
CATHEDRAL VISITOR CENTRE
The Cathedral Visitor Centre in Cateaton Street, Manchester has now closed, but the café remains open. Denys bookshop in Oak Street will shortly move into the Visitor Centre. – Hilary Parry
REFLECTIONS ON LIVING BELOW THE LINE
First of all, i had to make sure that I had no food or drink that needed to be used before the end of the five-day period. It took ages to work out my menus to ensure that each day I had three meals, preferably healthy and containing vitamins, that didn’t cost more than £1. It was a nightmare! Fair Trade food was out of the question. I couldn’t have my lovely homemade fresh salmon fishcakes as they cost £1.10 each. I now realise how time-consuming looking for food must be for many people. I did buy some homemade fresh salmon pâté to look forward to on Saturday and to ease me gradually back into normal eating.

For the first breakfast, I had fruit crepes with half a banana. It was something I hadn’t made before and I thought it would be something to look forward to as I started to live below the line. The crepes were delicious but very thin and not particularly filling. That morning I realised that many people have to live below the line every day and possibly without good clean tap water, a nice comfy bed (I had to go bed early on two evenings, as I was completely exhausted), a comfortable home and the number of local shops that I could visit looking for food. They might also be living in a war zone and/or looking for work. How do you do that when you are tired and dizzy because you haven’t had enough or the right food to eat, you need to think, and you haven’t got suitable clothes for a job interview?

I asked an assistant in Morrisons to sponsor me, and after she had agreed, she said that she too wanted to live below the line and raise some money for the Methodist Relief and Development Fund. Later, she thanked me for what she said had been an incredible experience.

How did I get through it? The Lord asked me to do it and He helped me. Many people prayed for me and gave me encouragement. Thank you to all those people. Never underestimate the power a few words can have. There were some positive spin-offs. As I wasn’t spending as much on food, I was able to sponsor the Morrisons assistant, someone on a charity run and someone on the Christian Aid walk. As I was eating so little, I washed up once a day and saved water. I was able to raise awareness of World Poverty and the Methodist Relief and Development Fund in particular. If you don’t know anything about them, look at the excellent Haiti leaflet on the foyer shelves. It is full of positive stories of what they have accomplished there.

I had more time for prayer and spent some of it praying for two people I hadn’t seen for ages and was concerned about. They rang me and they are fine and are coming on the trip to Cliff College. On the Friday, I went to Manchester and ate my lunch of two small sandwiches and a banana plus some water on Oxford Road Station in not very luxurious surroundings. I realised that many people (especially in countries like India) live permanently on stations. I discovered that ‘Live below the Line’ is an annual event which this year went global. People all over the world, including many celebrities, took part. It would be slightly easier to do this as a couple or a family, and so I would like to challenge a couple or a family in this church to do it next year. I will be the first to pray for you and sponsor you. I could give you some ideas on how to do it.

Hilary Parry

CAN YOU FIND SIXTEEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH?

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu. Kept people looking so hard for facts, and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady said she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph.
(Supplied by Nora Shercliff from Gatley URC Bulletin)

DON’T WAIT FOR THE DEADLINE!

The deadline message on the back inside cover emphasises ‘or earlier if possible’, but over recent editions, contributions have arrived later and later up to and beyond the due date. While we always try to include news from meetings which have taken place on deadline Thursday evenings, often the bulk of the article could be supplied in advance, leaving space for a date, time or other details to be ‘phoned or emailed for insertion as work on the final layout is proceeding. Perhaps articles that do not contain last-minute information could be written and sent earlier?
I have had to work on the last three editions over the weekend (including the Easter weekend) due to material arriving at the last minute and I have missed events I would have liked to attend (including last week’s World Mission event). We want to receive many and varied contributions, but please try to email them or leave them in the Herald pigeonhole as early as possible.

This ‘last-minute-ism’ also seems to apply to the Sunday notices. Betty works on Friday mornings, so provided that notices are left in the church notices pigeonhole by Thursday evening (‘or earlier if possible’), they can be included. Apart from notices of real urgency, there should be no need for a steward to have to delay the start of Sunday worship in order to make announcements that printed notices were intended to avoid.





Arnold Samuels
UPDATE ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

In February, the Church Council appointed a sub-committee to look into the possibility of installing solar panels on the south facing side of the church hall roof. A structural survey has since confirmed that the roof will bear the weight of the array of 42 panels recommended. Once the committee stages have been passed, the church hopes to apply for grants towards the cost of installation.

As part of our policy, we have registered with the Energy Saving Trust as a group interested in energy saving and a grant application at some time in the future. If you are in sympathy with our aims, please add your name to the group. The more we can show that we are committed to the idea the better. The web address is
www.energyshare.com/poynton-methodist
Chris Hawkyard
Notice in a New York restaurant:
“Customers who find our waitresses rude ought to see the manager.”

THE JULY/AUGUST HERALD
Closing date for submissions will be 16th June or earlier if possible. Articles by e-mail to arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (on A5 if possible, please) or in the Herald pigeonhole.

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS
The July/August Herald will be available for you to pick up from 24th June. There are sometimes events taking place in the first week of each new magazine and we hope that as many as possible get the details in time.
To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page.
Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told.
Copyright
Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be made.

This magazine includes images from Corel GALLERY™, which are protected by the copyright laws of the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. Used under license.

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan, the Circuit Directory and our website: http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk

The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk  contains a wealth of useful and interesting information.

Our Minister, Rev John A Squares, is on sabbatical from 1st June to 8th September. Rev Peter Went and Rev Ray Brown will be available in John’s office on Tuesdays and Thursdays respectively from 10.00am to noon. Funeral enquiries will be handled by Rev Peter Went. In an emergency, please ring one of the other Circuit ministers: Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah 0161 483 3706 or Rev Eddie Gordon 0161 483 4952. For Church Notices and office-related queries, please continue to contact: office@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
MONDAY

 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


10.00am
Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162)

  8.00pm
(Rock Badgers Year 11 meet in term time. (Denise Reid 871961)
TUESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.45am
Meeting for Prayer (Ros Lathbury 879647)


 7.30pm
Guides and Rangers (Lynzi Humphreys 878356)


 8.15pm
Prayer Group*( (Hilary Parry 873674)

WEDNESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 4.45pm
 Rainbows (Sue Dyson 876394)


 6.00pm
 Brownies (Alison Whitbread 876452)


 7.30pm
 Guides (Jean Lunt 874099)


 7.00pm
Art Relax (Lynn Allaby 01625 528067)
THURSDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.30am
Parents and Toddlers (Rachel Hall 07909 565 050)

10.30am
*Friends Together (Mandy Hawkyard 875032)

 7.45pm
Ladies’ Fellowship* (Barbara Dixon 878430)

FRIDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)

SUNDAY


 10.30am
Crèche – 0-years (Denise Reid 871961)

 10.30am
Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062)


 10.30am 
Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998)


  6.00pm
FoB – School Years 6-13* (Judy Gibbons 878016/Christine Ding 859438)

  8.00pm
Builders Fellowship*( (Arnold Samuels 875665)

EVERY WEEKDAY
 Kids Zone – Before & after school club & holiday care


 (Pam Dowd 0771 700 3322)

10.00am to 12.30pm
 Open Hands Room 4 and Coffee in the Lounge (Room 4 – 878589)

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible.

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for: 

 *fortnightly or monthly     (not on Church premises     not PMC organised
(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details).

http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
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Our Church Family encourages everyone…


To come to worship God who loves us


To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour


To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Come to worship God who loves us…





Poynton Methodist Church is in the Hazel Grove and Poynton Circuit of the Manchester and Stockport


Methodist District.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour…





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…





Our Church Family encourages everyone


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.





The subject of prayer


On Sunday 17th July, our 10.30am service will be led by Rev Pete Shepherd. This will be his last service here before he takes up his new appointment in Devon. His subject will be ‘Prayer’ and we look forward to hearing and learning from him.








Menu


Bacon Butty (1 or 2!!)


Cafetière Coffee / Tea 


Red / Brown Sauce
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