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Dear friends,





March 2011
We have been developing a Vision for our church for nearly a year now. How successful we have been depends on how you look at it. Last July, a good representation of the congregation met, and in workshop style, came up with many suggestions about their vision for Poynton Methodist Church. The majority of these suggestions have now been implemented, and either God or surplus budgets in local government have empowered even more change. How encouraging is all the work to the hall that has been achieved by grants secured by the Playgroup? We can see signs that things are moving forward, thanks be to God. 

However, what we stated as our main Vision for change was more to do with how we relate to each other and orientated towards our mission as a church. As such, that is more difficult to measure. We can celebrate some very good events that have drawn families and friends to what we do, but it is difficult to gauge our success in these things. It is not like standing on the hall floor and viewing the improvement, so there is a temptation to grab onto the next physical project for improving our church. Remember that it is in the difficult to measure relational and mission stuff that we decided to place our focus as a church in those first meetings. Is it time to change?

Always! Jesus lived to point us to new life. We are changing, adapting and listening to God’s calling. I think the easiest-to-see improvement on the relational hard-to-measure side of things is the after-service coffee time. It is filled with important conversations, people sharing their stories sparked by good and bad reactions to the service. I cannot count all the great conversations my bad sermons have started. We are talking about God quite openly. In one of these conversations, the Spirit is going to speak and help us find the next project we all know feels right – just as the Playgroup and those who assembled to support it made the hall project feel right, from the beginning. As we are talking, searching and praying for the next physical steps to take, so we must stay mindful of some key things that could undermine our wider success.

First, though the conversations are good, deep and probing in the church, they can be too insular unless we bring the community in on them, or take them in some fashion into the community. We are aiming to do this in our conversational Lenten series, but we must invite people in.

Next, God has probably already said what the next step should be, but we might not feel brave enough to say it or were too preoccupied to hear the call. Listen and speak up.

Most importantly, all of this work could be for nothing if we fail to keep our house in order. Despite having cut most of what we can from our spending, we are still running the church with a shortfall in income. We need to raise our income. In the church, this means both encouraging new members in to share in God’s work here, and increasing our giving. All of the big-vision talk about extending the building and raising money is pointless if we cannot sustain the church we hope to transform.

In America there was a theory coined Manifest Destiny that drove settlers across many dangers to secure the whole nation from coast to coast. As technology has enabled bigger and bigger TVs in production, I look at our longest wall in the manse through a Manifest Destiny lens. Wouldn’t it be great to cover the entire space with pixels? The argument that there is nothing on TV to watch does not deter my vision. Nicola, sadly, has a much more prudent vision. Wouldn’t it be nice, she reminds me, to have your own wall to hang a TV on?

You would not spend money in your home remodelling a kitchen, if by doing so you did not have food to put in it. This is the state of the church at the moment. We need to right the balance of our budget.

This said, when God speaks and we open our ears enough to hear, we will follow and do the work we are called to do. If that requires remodelling of the building, we will do it and find a way to afford the cost. To hear that message, we need to continue to relate, to talk about God, to listen, to pray, and be in the presence of the Spirit Christ promised as our counsellor.

So many of you are doing and have done great things for the church. God bless you and thank you. More great things are to come. I hope we all pitch in to make sure the church can afford to be around when the next opportunity comes; like we were when the opportunity was presented for the hall project, and we took it.

Peace in Christ,

Rev John 

EXCITING NEWS FOR POYNTON
BIBLEFRESH 2011 -   THE BIG BIBLE PROJECT

As part of the celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible, churches in the UK are getting together in a campaign to encourage more people to read the Bible. The Methodist Church in particular is very much involved in this. If you have access to the internet, look at some of the websites!

In Poynton, all the churches are planning to be part of the campaign to distribute copies of Mark’s Gospel to every home in the village. (This has already been done on the Bird Estate by Lostock Christian Fellowship.)

The project will be launched in each church in the village on 20th March. Much more information about it will then be available. The distribution of the Gospels will be in early June, but of course, the whole project needs to be soaked in prayer beforehand. Will you be prepared to pray for your neighbours and the other people who live on your road? 





Ros Lathbury
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON IN FEBRUARY 2011
	Date
	9.00am
	10.30am
	6.00pm.

	6th March
	Prayers
	S Barlow CA

	13th
	10.30am Rev J A Squares HC

‘Poverty in America’
	CS

Offerton

	20th
	Rev J A Squares HC
	10.30am R Baker
‘Is unbelief common?’

	27th
	10.30am G Smith ‘Injustice?’


SUNDAY SERVICES AT WOOD LANES AND GREEN CLOSE

FEBRUARY 2011
	Date
	WOOD LANES

10.30am
	GREEN CLOSE

2.30pm

	6th March
	G Tonge
	S Bradley

	13th
	Rev E Gordon
	T Eaves

	6.00pm Circuit Service Offerton S Hulme Induction

	20th
	A Rashleigh
	Rev E Gordon HC

	27th
	Rev K Tekyi-Ansah HC
	Rev K Tekyi-Ansah


CA
Church Anniversary

CS
Circuit Service

HC
Holy Communion
WEEKLY OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

The new sets of weekly offertory envelopes will be available for collection from the foyer in mid-March.

If you would like to become a regular giver using our envelope scheme, please contact me and I will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements.

Brenda Williams
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PRAYER
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There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and you will be very welcome to join any of the following groups: -

Daytime Group: - We meet in the church prayer corner every Tuesday at 9.45am.

Evening Group: - We meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 8.15pm at the home of Hilary Parry, 20 Hazelbadge Road (873674), praying specifically for Romania.

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the cupboard door near the front entrance. Elsie Faulkner would be happy to add your name to our rota.

On the first Sunday of every month you are invited to come at 9.15am to pray. The main subject of our prayer will vary from month to month. This is an opportunity for private prayer, or to pray together.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
The first Tuesday in March is 1st March. There will be a service at noon on that day followed by a simple lunch. All are very welcome to this 30min service that caters for shoppers, passers-by and everyone who is available and wishes to take this extra opportunity to worship.
VERNON LODGE

SUNDAY SERVICE IS ON THE MOVE

Most of you will be aware the Vernon Lodge residence has been due to close for some time. It has finally happened, now that all residents have new homes to go to.

From 6th March, the monthly services are to be held at Lawrence House (just around the block from Vernon Lodge).

As usual, these services will take place on the first Sunday of each month with David Allaby, the regular local preacher.

Lifts to Lawrence House are offered to those unable to make their own way, picking up passengers near Vernon Lodge car park. 

Anyone wishing to offer additional support is invited to contact Lynn and David on 01625 528067 for details.

This is a much-valued outreach to a group of people who appreciate the opportunity to worship in their immediate locality, some of whom find it difficult to attend services at Church.

We ask you to pray for the continued success of this service and that new friendships may be forged in the new environment.

Lynn and David Allaby.

YOU & YOURS COUNSELLING

You & Yours are running a fund-raising event at Poynton Sports Club on 19th March when The Majestix, a local group of youngsters who attend the Fallibroone Academy, will be providing the entertainment.

Tickets are £7.00 on the door or £5.00 if you order in advance from 01625 266574 or 01625 877031.
[image: image5.wmf] 

[image: image6.png]



‘Walking in the Light’ 100 prayers for children by David Adam. Published by Kevin Mayhew Ltd at £5.99

This small colourful hard-backed book by David Adam (he of Lindisfarne fame and author of many books of adult prayers) is a delight to behold. The aim of the book is to help you know that God loves you and is with you. God wants us to share all that we do with him and this book could help you do that.
There are prayers about God's wonderful love, his beautiful world, prayers in time of trouble, prayers when we are sorry and prayers for other people. This book (and the others in the series) is in the church prayer corner, so to the children of this church I give you an invitation to go there, have a look at it and use it. To others in the church family, I invite you to look at it. You may want to buy a copy for someone.
Also available by David Adam are two other books ‘Sharing the Light’ 100 prayers for parents and ‘Living in the Light’ 100 prayers for young people. Both of these are also £5-99.
NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY

 

Andrew Baguley ‘Interceding for Revival’ Written by a retired Methodist Minister formerly at Helsby Methodist Church in the 1990s.
 

Michael Mitton ‘Restoring the Woven Cord’: Strands of Celtic Christianity for the Church today.
 

The above two books have been reviewed by Alan Rashleigh in previous editions of The Herald

 

Alan MacDonald ‘Whispering in God's Ear’: an inspired collection of poetry for children.
Ros Lathbury

***

‘The Wisdom of the Seasons’ (How the Church Year helps us understand our congregational stories). By Charles M Olsen
Published by The Alban Institute. ISBN  978-1-56699-396-8

This book is for aspiring apostles – ones who encourage others by travelling around churches listening to and telling stories.

Charles [Chuck] Olsen, by that definition, is clearly an apostle. The material in this book is about the ‘eternal rhythm’ of the church and its practices. It is also about the seasons surrounding the three main church festivals, and the way these are celebrated in a variety of churches of widely differing denominations, but all with the word ‘Trinity’ within the name of that church.

Additionally, it is about the way Christians can use, in innovative ways, the same seasons in both their corporate worship and personal devotions. This is not a book that should be read from cover to cover, but perhaps by reading one, or part of a chapter. There is so much to be absorbed, so many ideas and concepts to be grasped. It is one of those useful books full of ideas and inspiration that are so blindingly simple, one wonders why they haven’t surfaced earlier.

The one thing that stands out is that this is not the stereotypical book about big churches and famous preachers, for the examples are generally from small congregations in small churches in small towns. The ideas can be put into practice easily in the small, struggling churches of the UK.

Appendix A ‘How to use this book’ has some surprisingly innovative ideas for personal devotions, study groups and planning church life. One of the best is ‘To record the minutes of a meeting’. It goes into detail as to how to do this in a practical and spiritual sense, by recording the meeting as a ‘story’ identifying it within a season of the church year. As a Church Council Secretary that would be a very interesting exercise!

This is a fascinating book, which has much to teach us, and also to make us think about our personal and church life – very highly recommended.
Alan Rashleigh. (This review first appeared in ‘Ichthus’)
CLIFF COLLEGE FESTIVAL 2011

Please make a note about the Cliff College Festival on Bank Holiday Monday, 30th May. With Anna Frame (ex Cliff), our Children and Family Minister in the Circuit, there will definitely be a trip to Calver in Derbyshire planned this year.

To give you a flavour of what will be on offer, here are just a few things – Temple Rhythms Gospel Choir, Matt Summerfield (leader of Urban Saints), Andy Kind (comedian) and Alison Tomlin and Eunice Attwood (President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference). Youth activities will include the Youth for Christ football cage and Crux Theatre Company, a break-dancing workshop and a film-making opportunity. For families and young children, there will be a Christian magic show, an acting workshop and some surprises. Once again, there will be solid worship in the Cliff Hall tent and the Pulse. The labyrinth will be back with new activities.

Details of the trip will be announced in the next Herald. In the meantime, keep an eye on the website:

 www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/festival for the latest programme news.

Hilary Parry
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Many thanks to all of you for your good wishes, cards, flowers and phone calls after my recent operation. I am at last beginning to feel full recovery is in sight and I look forward to being amongst you all in the near future.

Dianne Jones

Thank you all for the lovely tulips brought to me by Marjorie and Barbara. Unfortunately, a few days later I had a bad fall, so they have really cheered me up.

Jean Williams

Thank you very much for the plant that was left at my front door recently, also to the person who delivered it – it was a lovely surprise!

Betty Dorey

I was delighted to see Rev John Squares when he came today (25th January). I read Nicola’s article and enjoyed it like a breath of spring – how true to life! I send greetings to all at PMC. I miss seeing you all.

Joan Leah (see Joan’s article on page 13)
I would like to say how touched and delighted I was with the bowl of hyacinths which you so kindly sent me.
Bridget Wenham (Alison Court’s sister)
Each little thought that brightens,
Each little gift that brings,
God's love to those among us,
We treasure all these things.
All our acts so beautiful,
All gestures great and small,
All these are so wonderful,
Our God inspires them all.
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Congratulations to:

Bella Seeds who will be 100 this month.
Happy Birthday to:

Helen Holmes who will be 17 on 6th March

Harry Wilbourne who will be 2 on 30th March

Bon Voyage to:

Carol Cotton (see her article on page 24)

We also record with sadness the funeral of Alice Moss on 16th February at PMC and extend our condolences to all who mourn her passing.

LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

On 10th February, Ruth Clemens spoke to us about her participation in the television series “The Great British Bake-off”. Many of our members had followed her progress and we were therefore very interested in what she had to say and how she had coped with the baking while looking after her family.

When you read this, we will have had our coffee morning on 19th February in aid of East Cheshire Hospice and I thank you all in advance, for your help in achieving what I am sure will have been a very good morning.

We will also have had our session with Martyn Bennett telling us about the Chelsea Flower Show.

Our March meetings will be:

10th March Christine Birchall, “An Arctic Summer”, and

24th March Carol Sergeant, “Music to Welcome the Spring”.

I hope that I can welcome you to these meetings.

Barbara Dixon
RESIDENTIAL HOME

Having lived here since 27th February 2010, I am just coming up to 12 months as a resident here, and I am 90 years young!
When I agreed to this move, I was not prepared for the fact that I was giving up my home, but also my independence. As a very independent person this is hard, but so that my family would know that I was ‘safe’, after some thought I agreed.

On reflection, I am convinced that for all concerned, this was the wisest move, although there are times when it would be lovely to be able to have a meal at my time or even to be able to make myself a drink whenever I wished. Also, I do miss being with my friends at PMC on a Sunday. I miss you all and am so glad to read about your ‘gadding about’ and other activities.

However, we do have Arts & Crafts on Wednesday afternoons and I am able to regain my interest in watercolour painting – not quite up to Royal Academy status, but admired by some of the senior carers, who said of one attempt, “You should have that framed as a present for your daughter!” Of course, I gave myself 5 stars – such super ego!

When I sometimes look around and see what others endure, it makes my own discomfort seem moderate. Although my eyesight is failing, my daughter collects talking books which are ideal, and also on TV some of the plays and soaps tell everybody what is happening. It is a good job I still have a sense of humour, because we can all recall vividly what happened donkey’s years ago, but fail to remember what they have told us we are going to have for lunch!

And talking of food, what is this talk about diets? Just use a smaller plate, put less on it and enjoy yourself! What is this constant worry all about? If, like me, you like chocolate – have it – but once a week, not every day. If you are criticised for your shape, well it would be very boring if if we all looked like zombies – all the same!

Take heart, it’s not so bad being 90+, but it would be lovely if they could find a cure for arthritis!

Joan Leah

Joan lives in Bramhall and I have her address if you would like to write or visit her – I am sure we could make transport arrangements. 

Arnold Samuels.
***

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND SOCIAL EVENING

Come and join in the fun at PMC on 

Saturday 5th March 

at 5.30pm to start tea at 6.00pm

Team games to follow afterwards.

Tea will consist of baked potatoes with fillings, salad and glorious puddings (made by you!!) – please sign the food list at the back of church. Thank you.

There will be games suitable for all ages and abilities or if you prefer to watch everyone else, just come and enjoy the company of friends!

We will also welcome back Steve, Katherine and Louisa Barlow (possibly Ellie and Abi too) who will be joining us so you can catch up with all their news.

(Steve, Katherine and girls moved from Poynton to Wetherby for Steve to take on his first post as minister a few years ago). 

Steve will be preaching on 
Sunday 6th March during the family service.

Family Committee
"LET'S HEAR IT FROM THE ELECTORATE"

 

At the last General Church Meeting, I was appointed as one of the representatives from the congregation to the Church Council. It seems right to me that I should feed back to the people who appointed me some of the important issues discussed at that meeting, especially areas which really need input from members.

Most of the meeting was taken up by reports from various committees responsible for different aspects of our church's life. I am very pleased to say that we can have confidence in the work being done by all these groups, and there was a real sense of moving forward, and reason to be excited about the vision the church has for the future.

It is a vision, however, which needs to be shared by all of us, and whilst much of the work of the Church Council is routine, there were some plans which cannot succeed without the enthusiastic support of our church members, and not just the office bearers in the church.

The following are the main points raised which, in my opinion, need your input and ideas.

Finance
Our Church Treasurer presented a careful and comprehensive report of the church's income and expenditure, including a forecast budget for next year. It was obvious that a lot of hard work and careful stewardship lay behind the report, and Stephen confessed that if anything, the estimated budget erred on the side of caution. Nevertheless, there was a forecast deficit for next year of about £20,000.The Finance Committee and the Vision Group were asked to consider how we might raise the income and curtail expenditure without compromising plans to take forward the mission of the church. Your ideas and suggestions would be welcome in the ongoing discussions of these groups about our stewardship of the resources God has given us.

Toward an Eco-Friendly Church

Chris Hawkyard presented a report on the results of an investigation into generating electricity from solar panels on the Church Hall roof. From quotations received, the installation cost would be around £29,000. It is estimated that taking into account various government grants and payments for surplus electricity fed into the national grid, even if we did not recoup the capital expenditure until ten years had elapsed, we would still profit to the tune of over £100,000 over the next fifteen years. We would also save an estimated 109 tonnes of CO2 over 25 years, thus going some way to making a significant contribution to the care of the environment. If you know anyone who has had solar panels installed, have contacts with a church which has done so, or have strong views on this subject, Chris Hawkyard would like to hear from you.

Church Anniversary 2012
There was a long, and to my mind, fairly tedious discussion about next year’s Church Anniversary. One question was about the timing of it. Should it be on the same date every year, marking the date (13th March) the present church was opened? Opinions were divided on this since the actual date usually falls in Lent. Some felt that the nature of the celebrations of the Church anniversary was the important issue, and that once that was decided, the most suitable date could then be arranged. Various ideas were put forward as to how we might use this annual celebration to raise the profile of the church in our community as well as mark its anniversary. The Family/Social Committee and the Vision Group were asked to give some further thought to this, so your ideas would be welcome. Please share them with any of the Church stewards, or with Arnold Samuels and John Turner.

 

There were many other issues raised by sections such as Children and Young People, Pastoral, Worship, Play Group, Vision Group and Property. All were important, and are recorded in the minutes of the meeting for anyone to read. There is also a list of all office bearers on the notice board, and the best way we can support them and show our appreciation for their work, is to talk with them and share our ideas about the areas of the church's ministry for which they have special responsibility. 

There are exciting and challenging times ahead for all of us, for we all share the ministry of Poynton Methodist Church. 

Ray Brown
WALKING TOGETHER

It’s been a good winter for walking. First, there was all that lovely snow in December. There were some crisp, clear days with the water in the brooks running under the ice, ice crystals on the walls and fences, and bright sunshine creating an Alpine scene on our local hills.

By the time of our Christmas walk, most of the snow had gone, but there were still some tricky icy patches up by White Nancy. January was a bit wet, but that meant that the waterfalls were spectacular, with lots of spray as the water rushed over mossy rocks and stones. And I heard my first skylark of the year on 8th February on a wonderful sunny day high up by Bowstones.

So, with the spring and summer to look forward to, here are some dates for you diary. On SATURDAY 2nd APRIL, join me for a walk somewhere in the Peak District.

Meet at Church at 9.00 am to share lifts to the start. If you wish to go direct to the start, please let me know nearer the time and I’ll give you an exact location. Bring a morning snack, lunch, a drink and waterproofs. Boots or very strong shoes are recommended. It will be around 8 miles taken at a very reasonable pace.
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This year our summer evening walks will be on TUESDAY evenings. Provisional dates are 24th May, 28th June and 26th July.

Stewart Bradley – Tel: 873774

e-mail ldb.snb@bradleymail.co.uk
[image: image10.wmf] 

 

 


HOTEL NAMES AROUND THE WORLD

Vile Hotel


Montenegro

Dedalos Studios

Greece

Tuku Inn


Japan

Dai-Itchi Hotel

again in Japan

PMCs SECOND SAFARI SUPPER

On 16th April starting at 5.00pm, PMC is staging its second Safari Supper. This was very popular and many people have been eager to do it again – it was such good fun last time! It is a great opportunity to get to know each other a little better and to eat some great food! 

To recap for the uninitiated on how it works: A small group of people go to one person’s house for a starter, a different one for a main course and yet another for a dessert, all meeting back at church afterwards for coffee! 

Many groups can be run at the same time so that everyone swaps round in their allotted pairs (pairs are couples or good friends so that no one feels uncomfortable going to a house of someone they don’t know so well). This requires careful planning by the Family Committee and depends on people booking a place and paying by Wed 6th April, please.
There will be a charge of £10 per adult – this consists of £2 for a starter, £6 for a main course and £2 for a dessert. Whoever cooks that particular course will receive the money on Sunday 10th April to spend on the food for their guests so that no one is excluded from participating due to financial constraints.

Every pair will cook one course and will be told where to go for their first course before the night; the host will be given the names and destinations where everyone will move in their pairs for the second course; same again for the third course, with everyone meeting in church for coffee at the end. Everyone will be told how many people will be coming to their house and any dietary requirements by Sunday 10th April. We will all need to keep to time for each move to work smoothly!

The children will make and serve their own Supper (£5 a head) at the same time in church, under supervision of at least 2 adults, so parents can be involved in the Safari Supper (without the need for babysitters) and the children have their own.

Any queries, please speak to Sally Holmes (tel: 01625 260451)

Please arrange your own ‘pair’ and cut off the slip below; fill in the information as a pair, including your money and give to Sally Holmes or place in the ‘H’ pigeon hole before 6th April:

……………………………………………………………………………
Names of couple / partners and contact number: ……………………………….

1.…………………………………………2……………………………………………………

Any dietary requirements: 1………………………………………….2………………….………………………………..

Transport requirements:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Which course you are prepared to host (please tick as many as are appropriate): 

 Starter………….Main course………….Dessert………….Don’t mind..............

Address food will be served at:

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Number of people you can accommodate (including yourselves):

4…………6…………8…………10…………

Names and ages of child/ren:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Dietary requirements of children:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please enclose a payment of £10 per adult and £5 per child

Thanks (Sally Holmes)
THE REAL EASTER EGG
Have you ever thought it strange that Easter egg boxes did not mention the name of Jesus or anything about the Christian understanding of Easter? This changed with the launch earlier in the year of The Real Easter Egg, the UK’s first and only Easter egg to mention Jesus. The idea originated right here in the North-West and came from the Director of Communications at Manchester Cathedral.

There are over 80 million chocolate Easter eggs sold in the UK each year. This new egg is made from high quality Fairtrade milk chocolate and the £3.99 price includes a donation to charitable projects here and overseas. Seven million people go to church at least once a month and another seven million support the ethos behind Fairtrade products. There are also 8,000 church schools in the UK. 

Jan Chartres took orders for the eggs in the first two weeks in January and those who acted quickly soon booked six dozen which have now all been distributed (at the time of writing, she has two spare!).

Although demand for the new egg is expected to be high, not all supermarkets are planning to stock them, so those who were not quick enough have a second chance only if they watch out as they shop. And next year, see Jan before you remove those Christmas decorations to make sure you order in time!

Don’t miss this opportunity to witness and educate as you give an egg that is not just hollow!

For more information, visit www. RealEasterEgg.co.uk

Hilary Parry

The Fairtrade Foundation was set up help alleviate poverty and develop sustainable working conditions. It works to help disadvantaged farmers in developing countries get a fair deal. It does this by ensuring a minimum fair price for the product, a price that doesn’t go up and down but is set and agreed upon. So if the world market price falls below the minimum the farmer will still get the minimum; if the world market price is higher than the minimum then the farmer gets the higher price.
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

TRAINING SESSIONS ‘CREATING SAFER SPACE’

‘Creating Safer Space’ is the name of the Methodist Church’s training on raising awareness of safeguarding issues and what to do about concerns you may have in relation to Children and Young People and to Vulnerable Adults. The course is intended for those working with children, young people and vulnerable adults and certain other office holders in the churches.

We have two trained trainers in the circuit, Catriona Stoker and Helen Humphreys, who will be running two of these courses in March. Our current priority is to ensure that everyone in the circuit who works with children, young people or vulnerable adults attends one of these dates:

Wednesday 16th March at 7.00 pm at Hazel Grove

Saturday 26th March 9.30 am at Hazel Grove 

The courses last about 2½ hours.
This training is essential for anyone working with children, young people and vulnerable adults within the church setting. Although any one who has trained via the workplace is not required to undertake it, the attendance and professional knowledge of those who have will be valuable to support other trainees and they will be able to transfer their knowledge and skills into the church context.
I would draw attention to the new Methodist Safeguarding Handbook, which can be viewed, on www.methodist.org.uk by following links to safeguarding. This details all aspects of Safeguarding in the Church, including policies and roles and responsibilities. It lists offices requiring training, and in some cases, CRB checks. Each minister has a copy and copies are being ordered for each Church Safeguarding Coordinator. A DVD is being produced to raise awareness in Church Councils and other relevant groups.

If you have any questions or want to put your name down for one of the courses, please speak to your Church Safeguarding Coordinator (Helen Humphreys at Poynton), your Minister or to me.

Noreen Hood, Circuit Safeguarding Coordinator,
noreenhood@mac.com
WEDDING DAY EVENT ON FRIDAY 29th APRIL

Have the memories of last year’s World Cup faded? Are they still raw? Whatever your feelings on this matter, we hope you will recall the fun and pleasure enjoyed by those who watched together the events on the screen at Church.

Well, we are seriously considering the possibility of screening the royal wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton. So there will be opportunity for you to enjoy this occasion in good company at Church, maybe revealing some latent patriotism – and provided it hasn’t all been dispensed on St George’s Day just a few days before the wedding.

All being well, we will aim to work in some refreshment along the way: did we hear somebody make mention of a ‘proper’ English tea party with tea served in bone china cups? And perhaps we’d better roll out the bunting also to help make it a right-royal event! Watch out for further details.

The Family Committee
***

HAZEL GROVE METHODIST CHURCH EVENTS

We are invited to the following get-togethers:

4thMarch
Film night. Doors open 5.15pm for 5.30pm start.
The film is 'Despicable Me' and is suitable for children and families.  
Popcorn, sweets, drinks, hot dogs available.
10th April
Messy Church 4.00-6.00pm. Fun, crafts, fellowship and food.

JAZZ CONCERT AT PMC

SATURDAY 19th MARCH AT 7.30pm

This is to remind you that Mart Rodger and Manchester Jazz are due to provide us with yet another evening of great entertainment on this date.

Tickets, priced £6, are available at Church, or via the Church Office (01625-871592) or via email to tickets@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk. 

It has been agreed that St. Ann’s Hospice will be the beneficiary from the concert: and since we plan to supplement this with a raffle, please do remember to bring your purses with you!
I would appreciate the offer of a few volunteers to assist with serving tea/coffee during the interval that evening – thank you.

John Turner, for The Family Committee
***
Beauty and the Beast

We are hoping to take a group from church to see the

 Romiley Operatic Society’s version of:

 Beauty and the Beast

 Nicola Squares is involved

(ask her what she’s been doing on the make-up!)

Saturday 26th March, Matinee at 2.15pm

The Plaza, Stockport (Mersey Square)

Tickets: Adults £13, Child £10 – although we hope to get a discount for a group once we have numbers!

We’ll also arrange transport from the Civic Hall Carpark

Bookings to Sally Holmes by Sunday 13th March please

(Tel: 01625 260451)

MY ADVENTURE

Sometimes in life, things happen and you get opportunities that you do not expect. Well that is what has happened to me. Some of you will remember Helen and Dave Kavanagh, who worshipped with us at Poynton some years ago. We kept in close contact with them and when they moved to Abu Dhabi, even went to visit them.

Helen heads an education project for the government there, and she has tried to get Chris to work there from time to time. She also said I would find some work, but it was never the right time. Then out of the blue, I was asked if I wanted to work there for five or six months. So I said.....Yes! 

By the time you read this I will be there, as I will be leaving around 19th February. I will be working in a school where no one speaks English, but I will have an interpreter. I will be helping them to introduce different ways of teaching. I’m not sure how much can be done in such a short time, but it will be part of an ongoing project. 

Chris is quite happy for me to go, and will be visiting me a couple of times (anything for a cheap holiday!), and I will be back for a week in March. 

I will be keeping up with everything that is going on with you and will see you soon. Take care and God Bless you.

Carol Cotton

***

Teacher:[image: image11.wmf] 

 

 “Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no longer interested?”

Harold: “A teacher!”
FOCUS ON ROMANIA

Christian missionaries entered Romania from the North West and stopped their advance when they arrived at the Carpathian Mountains. In the south east of Romania, advances came from a totally different culture – the Middle East. In Constanta (on the Black Sea), the number of Christians in the city would only fill half a large church in North West Romania.

As people are so poor, many churches are unable to pay their pastors. Unemployment has doubled in the last two years. Romania is the only country in the west that has made cuts in education spending.

If you would like to help Romania, one way is to donate furniture to LIM or arrange a house clearance (for which there is sometimes a small charge). To do this, contact Jeff Stoker (LIM Distribution Manager) on 07567 751494.

Hilary Parry.

HELP, PLEASE

I am looking for someone to help me with our Teddy Bag scheme. The work is not onerous and is spread throughout the year, with extra work being required in the run-up to giving out the bags until they are collected. Job satisfaction is guaranteed. The person who has been helping (who is now involved in other work within the church) will verify this.

If you think you may be able to help, please contact me (873674).

Hilary Parry

The Joint Public Issues Conference, Poverty of Ambition? took place in January. 170 people with a passion for politics and social justice gathered to share their experiences, ideas and dreams for how the Church might better engage in public issues work. Keynote speeches were given by Will Hutton, Andrew Stunell and Kirsty Thorpe. If you missed them, you can listen online at: http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentogod.webradio&dm_i=BVI,DAVD,3A7OKE,11V52,1
WHAT’S HAPPENING?  
   1st March
Tuesday midday worship and lunch p 6

   4th 
Hazel Grove Film Night p 22
   5th
Church Anniversary Social Evening p 14
   6th 
Happy 17th birthday to Helen Holmes p 12

   6th 
Church Anniversary Service p 5
   6th 
Lawrence House worship p 7

   9th 
Ash Wednesday Service at PMC (Plan)
   9th
Circuit Meeting at PMC (Plan)
10th 
Ladies’ Fellowship p 12

10th 
Green Close Management Committee (Plan)
13th 
Circuit Service p 5

15th 
Offertory envelopes available p 5

16th 
Safeguarding session p 21

17th 
April Herald deadline p 27

19th 
Concert – Mart Rodger Manchester Jazz p 23
20th 
Biblefresh project launch p 4

24th 
Ladies’ Fellowship p 12

25th 
Herald available for distribution p 27

26th 
Safeguarding session p 21

26th 
Beauty & The Beast p 23

30th 
Happy 2nd birthday to Harry Wilbourne p 12
  2nd April
Walking Together p 17

10th 
Hazel Grove Messy Church p 22

10th
Circuit Choir Service (February Herald p 8)
16th 
Bibs on! for the Safari Supper p 18
24th 
Easter Day (check your diary!)
29th 
Royal Wedding at PMC p 22

24th May
Walking Together p 17

30th
Cliff College Festival p 10
28th June
Walking Together p 17
26th July
Walking Together p 17
In the midst of all the activity, we invite you to spend a few quiet moments recharging your spiritual batteries in our church prayer corner.
Teacher: “Clyde, your composition on ‘My Dog’ is exactly the same as your brother’s. Did you copy his?”
Clyde: “No, sir. It’s the same dog”

THE APRIL HERALD
Closing date for submissions will be 17th March or earlier if possible. Articles by e-mail to arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (on A5 if possible, please) or in the Herald pigeonhole.

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS
The April Herald will be available for you to pick up from 25th March. There are sometimes events taking place in the first week of each new magazine and we hope that as many as possible get the details in time.
To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page.
Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told.
Copyright
Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be made.

This magazine includes images from Corel GALLERY™, which are protected by the copyright laws of the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. Used under license.

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan, the Circuit Directory and our website: http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk

The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk  contains a wealth of useful and interesting information.

Our Minister, Rev John A Squares, is available in the church office most mornings. The light by the door shows red when he is engaged. His day off is Monday. Please leave messages for him in the Minister’s pigeonhole. If you need to reach him more quickly, ring him at home on 872378 or on his mobile 07507 858 835. If there is no reply and there is an emergency, ring one of the other Circuit ministers: Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah 0161 483 3706 or Rev Eddie Gordon 0161 483 4952. For Church Notices and office related queries: office@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
MONDAY

 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


10.00am
Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162)

  8.00pm
(Rock Badgers Year 11 meet in term time. (Denise Reid 871961)
TUESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.45am
Meeting for Prayer (Ros Lathbury 879647)


 7.30pm
Guides and Rangers (Lynzi Humphreys 878356)


 8.15pm
Prayer Group*( (Hilary Parry 873674)

WEDNESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 4.45pm
 Rainbows (Julie Johnson 01625 871089)


 6.00pm
 Brownies (Alison Whitbread 876452)


 7.30pm
 Guides (Jean Lunt 874099)


 7.00pm
Art Relax (Lynn Allaby 01625 528067)
THURSDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.30am
Parents and Toddlers (Rachel Hall 07909 565 050)

10.30am
*Friends Together (Mandy Hawkyard 875032)

 7.45pm
Ladies’ Fellowship* (Barbara Dixon 878430)

FRIDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)

SUNDAY


 10.30am
Crèche – 0-years (Denise Reid 871961)

 10.30am
Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062)


 10.30am 
Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998)


  6.00pm
FoB – School Years 6-13* (Judy Gibbons 878016/Christine Ding 859438)

  8.00pm
Builders Fellowship*( (Arnold Samuels 875665)

EVERY WEEKDAY
 Kids Zone – Before & after school club & holiday care


 (Pam Dowd 0771 700 3322)

10.00am to 12.30pm
 Open Hands Room 4 and Coffee in the Lounge (Room 4 – 878589)

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible.

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for: 

 *fortnightly or monthly     (not on Church premises     not PMC organised
(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details).

http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
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Our Church Family encourages everyone…


To come to worship God who loves us


To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour


To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Come to worship God who loves us…





Poynton Methodist Church is in the Hazel Grove and Poynton Circuit of the Manchester and Stockport


Methodist District.


Mar 2nd  7.45pm	Local Preachers Meeting Hazel Grove


Mar 9th   7.00pm	Imposition of ashes followed by Circuit 	Meeting at Poynton


Mar 10th 7.30pm	Green Close Management Committee





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour…





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…





Our Church Family encourages everyone


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.
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