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OCTOBER

    2011
Delivered by ………….
……………………………………………………..
your pastoral visitor, who can be contacted on…………………….
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Dear friends,





October 2011
I write this note after the lovely weekend we shared together, attracting young people to fun and fellowship around film, breaking bread in our worship together as Christ shared himself with his followers, and then breaking bread in the same way the church was formed at the end of Acts 2. We had a great meal. There were people that I did not know before and I had the chance to talk to them at the barbeque. We were breaking bread and adding to our number as the Acts describes. This is an exciting time to be in this church.

We are centring much of our Vision work this year on the importance of small groups to the future of the church. This is an approach that came out of the hearts in our church meetings about Vision and the Future that has been encouraged by Pete Shepherd, our then District Mission Enabler who came on a few occasions to give guidance. It was in a small group that I found a way to articulate my faith for the first time near people I grew to trust and value differently than those I sat with cordially on pews. The intimacy found in small groups may not be for everybody, but the support that can be gained and the deepening of faith which can be found should prove to be a great incentive. The more intimacy we find with God in our church, the more we are bound to grow, just as the first church grew in homes around tables and meals.

Personally, I need to be careful about this tack for the church because the more we let people into our faith lives, the more they may see what we are not aware of in ourselves. The first comment Kofi made to me upon seeing me after the sabbatical was about how much weight I had gained. It is important to have clergy on staff that can tell the Truth. My ego does not want this, but I should thank Kofi.

I need to admit that I had to wrestle with this weight issue when the image I store of myself in my head, (probably about 18 and still able to run 10 miles without breathing heavy) is not the guy in the pictures on the North Carolina coast with my family who felt winded in the short walk over the sand dunes to the beach. My holiday pictures looked like some other person to me.

We all need a dose of the Truth from time to time or else we let things we should value slide away. My issues of fitness and health can be a completely different set of issues for someone else. People let their prayer life slide, their devotional time, the occasional missed Sunday becomes three months, but in their mind’s eye, the relationship they have with God is healthy. This outlook is about as realistic as me still fitting into jeans with a 28-inch waistband.

This note is set to challenge your Spiritual Health. Having three months to reflect on all aspects of my ministry, I can thank God for you and all that this church does to help me in my relationship with Christ. Those that pray, do so many jobs that make ministry possible, and challenge me too, are surely quite healthy in their faith life. Are there some of you, if your faith could be exposed like a holiday picture of you in a bathing suit, that would have a different image in their mind about their Spiritual Health than the evidence would show? Come to church, find a small group to get intimate with, share your faith journey, and help us to develop the groups that only need your courage and leadership to form and meet the needs of others.  

Let us continue to work at this, because God sees us more fully and clearly than we see ourselves. There are a few follicularly challenged men in our congregation that can count the hairs on their head, but most would not know this information that Luke 12:7 describes God knowing. To truly know ourselves, and how we are doing in our faith lives, it often takes being in relationships that generate intimacy, trust and sharing our faith that may begin helping us to see the Truth God sees.

Thank you so much for the warm welcome back.

Peace in Christ,

Rev John
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SUNDAY SERVICES AT POYNTON IN OCTOBER 2011
	Date
	9.00 am
	10.30 am
	6.00 pm.

	2nd October
	10.30am Rev John A Squares HC

	9th
	10.30am Rev Janet Whittingham HF AA P

	16th
	Rev J A Squares
HC
	Alan Rashleigh
	CS
Dialstone Lane

	23rd
	10.30am Martyn Bennett

	30th
	10.30am Dianne & David Jones

	6th November
	10.30am Rev E Gordon HC
	6.00pm CS at Dialstone Ln.


SUNDAY SERVICES AT WOOD LANES AND GREEN CLOSE

OCTOBER 2011
	Date
	WOOD LANES

10.30 am
	GREEN CLOSE

2.30 pm

	2nd October
	Dianne Jones
	Rev E Gordon HC

	9th
	Rev Peter Went
	Rev John A Squares
Theo Eaves CA

	16th
	Stewart Bradley
	Keith Tonge

	16th at 6.30pm
	CS at Dialstone Lane ‘Body, Mind & Spirit’

Dr Richard Vautrey/Gill Dascombe

	23rd
	Rev Eddie Gordon HC
	Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah

	30th
	Rev John A Squares
	Rev John A Squares

	6th November
	Julie Hallworth
	Adrian Law

	6th at 6.30pm
	CS at Dialstone Lane
Mandy & Chris Hawkyard ‘Rome’


First Sunday in the month: Lawrence House at 10.30am – D Allaby
27th November  Rev John A Squares
Stepping Hill at 10.00am
AA
All-age worship

CA
Church Anniversary
CS
Circuit Service

HC
Holy Communion
HF
Harvest Festival

P
Parade Service
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PRAYER
[image: image5.emf]There are many opportunities for prayer in our church and you will be very welcome to join any of the following groups: -
Daytime Group: - We meet in the church prayer corner every Tuesday at 9.45am.

Evening Group: - We meet on the second Tuesday in the month at 8.15pm at the home of Hilary Parry, 20 Hazelbadge Road (873674), praying specifically for Romania.

Midday prayers are said every weekday in the church prayer corner at 12.00 noon. There is a prayer list on the cupboard door near the front entrance. Elsie Faulkner would be happy to add your name to our rota.

WEEKDAY WORSHIP
The first Tuesday in October is 4th October. There will be a service at noon on that day followed by a simple lunch. All are very welcome to this 30min service that caters for shoppers, passers-by and everyone who is available and wishes to take this extra opportunity to worship.
EVOLVE
[image: image6.emf] 

Evolve (our Young Church group for High School age children) are looking at the journeys of Paul during the first part of the autumn term with Stephen Hughes and Sally Holmes running the group. Then after October half term, Ian Hall will be sitting in with the group whilst the eldest of the teenagers lead the sessions on Bethlehem and plan for the nativity service in December.

Evolve are very grateful for all the adults in the church who become involved in the group and would like to continue building bridges within our church and getting to know more of the congregation. If you would like to be involved and support our young people, either by assisting running a topic for a 6-week period, or by supporting the younger end of Young Church (nursery and primary aged children), please come forward and speak to Sally Holmes (260451), Jane Robson (879998) or Rachel and Ian Hall (872062).

If you feel that you might like to become involved in the New Year and want to know more without committing just yet, please speak to any of the above people who can give you a fuller picture!

Please also support our young people with your prayers.

Thank you.

Evolve
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(Sorry, I thought you said, “Revolve”!)
MARY’S JOURNEY

This wasn’t how I planned it. When I knew I was pregnant I leapt for joy, but it feels like I’ve been sitting on the back of a donkey ever since. The census I could understand: we had no choice but to go to Joseph’s hometown of Bethlehem. But this journey – this interminable trudge to Egypt? It is almost more than I can bear.

I woke two weeks ago, just after those Magi left, to find Joseph packing and loading the donkey. He said he’d had a dream and we had to go. Right there and then. I tried to argue, but he was insistent. There was no time to waste. So I wrapped Jesus up, tied him on my back and climbed back on to our blessed donkey. 

The sun beats down. The wind whips up the dust, getting into every nook and cranny. Joseph and I speak little, wrapped up in our own thoughts and fears, though he gets edgy when there are soldiers on the road. His eyes dart around and he starts babbling, talking faster than a treeful of weaver birds. So far, the roadblocks have just meant a small bribe to get past but the tension is excruciating. 

We have heard rumours though – rumours of violence in Bethlehem, unspeakable acts of violence against baby boys. Can that be true?

What does the future hold now? We have nothing – we left in such a rush. At night we sleep under the stars, an old blanket thrown over some poles to provide a little shelter against the whistling winds. We forage food along the way and have nearly used up all our goods to barter with. I’m resisting selling the gold. Joseph argues that such a valuable gift was given for times such as these; I’m less certain. 

I’m more concerned that the myrrh may have to be used over my dead body if we don’t stop soon. Every bone aches and I am worn out from lack of sleep. All I want to do is go home, to take my baby to the family, to see Elizabeth and share stories about our boys. 

The donkey plods on, steady over rocks and stones, dust and thorns. I cling to Jesus. He brings me hope when all seems lost.
Catharine Hughes
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‘Life in the Balance’ Biblical Answers for the Issues of our Day by Joni Eareckson and Friends published by Regal at £9.99

Joni has written 46 books. This one tries to get to grips with some of the biggest and most difficult ethical and social dilemmas of our day. What are eugenics, utilitarianism and the Manhattan Declaration? What are the solutions to these problems? Are there any?  What does the word of God say about these challenges? Joni and her friends are not afraid to tackle issues such as abortion, autism, stem cell research, end of life issues and more. If you read this book be prepared to think and be challenged. This excellent book could be used for group study as there are questions at the end of each chapter.

Chuck Colson starts the book with a foreword in which he says that Joni and her team work tirelessly for the equal protection of every innocent human being at every stage of development and in every condition. Every reader is challenged to value every human life from conception to death.

One of the great dangers in our society today is that we are minimizing the importance of human life. Powerful and determined forces are working to expand abortion, embryo-destructive research, assisted suicide and euthanasia.
“The power of today’s government is investing in causes that promote a ‘culture of death’”. Joni decided at one point that she had had enough of life and she asked a friend if it is wrong to arrange an early exit. He pointed her to Exodus .20.13, "You shall not murder". She then prayed "God, if I can't die, please show me how to live". He did.
One thing I particularly like about this book is that there is a prayer at the end of each chapter, before the study questions. I found the chapter on abortion really helpful. When it comes to killing embryos, let's remember that we are touching a very peculiar fruit, not an apple hanging on a tree in a garden, but the apple of God's eye.

At the end of the book is a useful glossary of terminology, a summary of the Manhattan Declaration, an appendix of recommended resources (books, DVDs and useful websites) together with the details of Joni and Friends International Disability Center* (sic).
This book really is a ‘must have’. As Christians we should all be prepared to answer those questions that come when we least expect them – in a hair salon, when having a coffee, while waiting in a queue for example. I highly recommend this well laid out excellent value for money book.
NEW BOOK IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY

 

Brad Lincoln ‘Six Men Encountering God’
The stories of six different men - a rock climber, a wheeler-dealer, a cynic, plus three others who share a pivotal experience. Each one either in a moment of crisis or gradually, recognizes a God shaped gap in their lives. Brad Lincoln is a Cheshire businessman.

 

If you have never borrowed a book from our Library, why not have a look at the books available? There are many books of testimony, books to help us read the Bible, literature on prayer, healing or helping us to grow in faith. There are also books for the seeker, such as the one above.

 

Ros Lathbury

AUGUST 2011 COLLECTIONS
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7th August

   342
14th 


   276
21st 


   328
28th 


   374
Direct giving

1,844
Total


3.164

Room hire

   913
Stephen Dawson – Church Treasurer

 Having read Eddie's challenging letter in the September Herald and the thoughtful responses printed below, I am so encouraged that we are thinking, talking and writing about God with passion and grace. There may be room for development here. Methodists embrace a wide range of theologies, and when we share our beliefs with open hearts and minds, good things tend to happen. Watch this space.

Rev John A Squares
SHIFTING SAND

Regular readers of Rev. Eddie Gordon’s leaders in Hazel Grove’s newsletter are used to the tenets of their Christian beliefs being challenged, and now the readers of The Herald have had the same experience (see September’s issue).

Let me admit from the outset that I am no fundamentalist. In my view, several aspects of what we read in the Old and New Testaments that I am uncomfortable with are down to cultural differences between the times when the Bible was written and today’s Britain. But to question the traditional view of the atonement (Jesus died to save us from our sins) is to hack away at the very roots of our faith.

All the authors of the New Testament are very clear in stating that Jesus died to save us from our sins, and many of our prayers and hymns are in agreement. None disagrees. Need I quote?

In the Bible, take a look at Mark 10.45, Romans 3.21-26, 2 Corinthians 5.21, 1 Peter 2.24, etc.

 In the service of Holy Communion, see the prayer of thanksgiving : “After supper he took the cup and gave it to them saying ‘Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for all people for the forgiveness of sins.’” (See Luke 22.20).

And as for hymns:
Hymn 178 H&P, verse 3 (He died that we might be forgiven)

Hymn 268 H&P, verse 2 (He like a victim stood, and poured his sacred blood, to set the guilty captives free.)

Song 22 Mission Praise (He was pierced for our transgressions – quoting Isaiah 53:6) and many, many more.

I don’t think I would be a Christian if I didn’t think Jesus was willing to suffer for me, and I feel that any suffering I endure (taking up my cross) assists him in his work of redemption. Mel Gibson’s film may have been rather too graphic for most people, but was probably quite close to what really happened to Jesus. There has been quite a bit of controversy about a line in Stuart Townend’s well-known hymn ‘In Christ alone’ where he says that on the cross God’s wrath was satisfied, but it is as well to remember that it was not Jesus that deserved the Father’s wrath. In the same vein, Jesus chose to be baptised by John despite having no need of it, in order to identify with the sinners who were repenting.

Romans 5.8 is one of my favourite verses.  “God has shown us how much he loves us – it was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us.” The Father and the Son united in their plan to defeat sin and death. It has to be admitted that reason/logic has its limitations in building up our faith. The Trinity, the relationship between Father, Son and Spirit, is one area where this applies. Perhaps this is why Methodist ministers have traditionally left it to Local Preachers to take services on Trinity Sunday! Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians says that the gospel that at first sight appears to us humans as stupid, weak and illogical contains spiritual wisdom (1 Cor. 1.18-25).

Yes, repentance is necessary. We have to own up to our sins. This applied in South Africa, where those who had committed crimes against blacks were brought before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission chaired by Desmond Tutu, and it should apply to rioters in England and Gaddafi’s thugs too. They should be punished, but a repenting criminal deserves a more lenient punishment and a chance to reform. That is the price for peace and reconciliation. Jesus forgave those who crucified him and perhaps he would even have forgiven Judas Iscariot. By his death, he demonstrated just how far his forgiveness stretches. Now the barrier is down. Thanks be to God!
Chris Hawkyard

WHY DID JESUS DIE?

Eddie’s article reminded me that my next door neighbour asked me this very question in the last days of her life. I told her a story I heard on the Alpha Course. No analogy is ever perfect, but my faith is based on the truths I see this story contains.

Two people went through school and university together and developed a close friendship. Life went on and they went their different ways and lost contact. One became a judge, while the other one’s life went from bad to worse and he became a petty criminal. One day the criminal went before the judge. He pleaded guilty to the crime he had committed. The judge recognised his old friend and faced a dilemma. He was a judge and so had to be just, he couldn’t just let the man off. On the other hand, he didn’t want to punish the man, because he loved him. So he told his friend that he would be fined £500, the correct penalty for his crime. That is justice. Then he came down from his position as a judge, took off his robes and took out his chequebook, and wrote a cheque for the same amount. He gave it to his friend saying he would pay the fine for him. That is love.

This is what God has done for us. In his purity and justice, he rightly judges us because we are guilty. But in love, he came down in the person of Jesus and paid the price. He is thus both our judge and our Saviour. The big question is, will we accept that cheque?

Mandy Hawkyard
JESUS DIED TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS

I refer to Rev. Eddie Gordon's leading article in the September Herald.
1 Corinthians15.3-4 is just one of very many scriptures which emphasise one of our fundamental Christian beliefs. Paul writes, "For what I received I passed on to you of the first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that He was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures."
That Jesus died to save us from our sins is the joyous conviction of all those who inspired by God wrote the New Testament, as it is of many of the prophecies of the Old e.g. Isaiah 53. Many Christian hymns, songs, and much sacred music re-iterate this basic belief, overwhelming evidence to defeat the ‘doubters.’

May I humbly suggest that to quote from a book calculated to cause doubts in one of our most precious doctrines would be far better raised in a Seminar or faith group, where it could be countered by those firm in the Christian faith, and not in an open article in the Herald. I feel this would be the proper place for such discussion for one basic reason: - It is perhaps an error to treat the Circuit as composed only of people who have a strong grounding in the faith. In our Circuit, there are young people as well as older folk who are ‘young Christians.’ New people come along with friends from time to time, some seeking. To shake their growing faith, and raise doubts, and give credence to the doubters of this world is very serious. General articles in the Herald and such like should aim at strengthening and building the faith.

Our Lord Jesus came into this world, “To give His life as a ransom for many.” God's purpose was that His coming was that he might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. The basic belief must be that he came to die, and that the shadow of death hung over Him for all his 33 years.

From the beginning of time to the present day, man’s ungodly quest for power and his determination to use his gift of free choice for his own selfish ends, have brought us a world which clearly demonstrates our inability to build a lasting world without God. The bible teaches that God is a God of love. He wants to free man from the curse of sin. How could he do that? God is not only Love; He is also a just God, righteous and holy. The burning question therefore is, “How can God be just, and still justify the sinner?”

The only solution was an ‘innocent’ to volunteer to die spiritually and physically, as a substitution before God, and that ‘innocent’ would have to take man's judgement, penalty and death. Only Jesus, God's own Son, was eligible to pay that price.

God is Love, but many who do not read their bibles fail to understand what the bible means by Love. They make the mistake of thinking that because God is Love, everything is going to be all sweetness and light, and happy, and no one will be punished for his sins. God’s holiness demands that all sin be punished, but God’s love provides the plan and the way of redemption for sinful man.

It is such basic Christian testimony that can be used with effect in a Seminar or faith discussion group, as a response to the challenges Eddie has written about.
Theo Eaves

‘FROM SAND TO SOLID GROUND’
These comments followed the letter we published in The Herald in September written by Rev Eddie Gordon. Eddie wrote about a book written by Michael Morwood (we misspelled his name in the September Herald).

Morwood’s primary areas of interest and research are the history, theory and practice of religious education, pastoral ministry and practical theology. “He is interested in helping Christians examine what they believe and why they believe it, what they imagine and why they imagine the way they do. He is interested in helping Christians articulate faith in Jesus in ways that resonate with contemporary understanding of our place in the universe.”

Who is he? He has over 30 years experience in retreat, education, parish and youth ministries in Australia. He was a member of Missionaries of the Sacred Heart for 38 years, 29 years in priestly ministry. He has an MA in Pastoral Ministry from Boston College. Following the banning of his book, ‘Tomorrow's Catholic’ and his silencing by Archbishop George Pell in Melbourne in 1998, Michael resigned from religious life and priestly ministry. He married Maria Kelly in March 2000.

Dr. Thomas H. Groome, who wrote the foreword to ‘From Sand to Solid Ground’ was born in County Kildare, Ireland. Professor Groome holds the equivalent of a M.Div. from St. Patrick's Seminary in Carlow, Ireland, an MA from Fordham University and a doctoral degree in religious education from Union Theological Seminary, Columbia University. 

About the book, Eddie wrote, “I’m happy to recommend the book for those interested in exploring issues of faith. At the same time I would want to repeat what I suggested previously about its content being challenging.” Further on he wrote, “Whatever life does to me I will not give up believing that God is ultimately gracious and present here with me. I will not give in to cynicism, isolation and negativity. I will die believing what I preached about walking in absolute trust in God. I do not believe that God is a cruel manipulator of the human condition.”

Should we not have published Eddie’s letter in The Herald? Should we have censored a letter from a Methodist Minister in Full Connexion and in good standing? Should we have protected ‘young Christians’ from unorthodox ideas lest their growing faith is shaken? What does this say about our confidence in the faith story we are telling them at greater length and frequency than one letter in The Herald? What do you think?

Is it wrong to expose Christians at different stages of their journey and understanding to thoughts and ideas outside the mainstream? Can we really strengthen our faith without exercising our belief and intellectual muscles? What do you think?

When I was a young Christian, I read widely and voraciously from all manner of religious and secular opinion. How else could I form a view of who God is, imperfect though my picture may be (as is everyone’s), that would see me through thick and thin? (It’s still evolving!) I didn’t want to believe because someone told me what to believe – I had to figure that out for myself – I couldn’t be ‘saved’ second-hand!

It would be lovely to have great discussions that help form people’s faith in a forum, seminar, faith group or even through regular correspondence, but the chances of people coming to this kind of event is very low. So we have to meet people where they are, and that includes The Herald.

That’s why, some years ago, we invited our local preachers to contribute in turn to every edition of The Herald and set two pages aside. The scheme became irregular after a while because we didn’t get the contributions we hoped for, although we are very grateful to those who continue to use this channel. Currently Catharine Hughes is providing a wonderfully thoughtful series.
We’re grateful also for the correspondence on this subject that we’ve printed above. Hopefully, readers will find it helpful in their spiritual journey. Let’s have more!

Arnold Samuels

***
Two women called at my door and asked what bread I ate. When I said white, they gave me a lecture on the benefits of brown bread.

I think they were Hovis Witnesses.
RIOTS

I write in response to the article by Ray Brown last month about the riots. When they happened, I was listening to Radio Manchester and I could not believe what I was hearing. Manchester, the city that I love and where I worked for many years (latterly round the corner from the Miss Selfridge shop that was set on fire), was being wrecked and looted and so too was Salford. What was happening to Emmanuel, our twin church, I wondered?
I wept. My heart felt broken and I was numb and full of sorrow. I did not know how to pray yet pray I must. Memories of all the things I had done in Manchester over the years (the prayer walks, Marches for Jesus, open air prayer concerts, celebrations in the Methodist Central Hall, the Cathedral, St. Ann's Church etc.) came flooding back. I remembered all the Graham Kendrick songs we sang on Marches for Jesus and somehow they seemed more relevant today than they were when they were written in the 1980's. I got out my books and started to use these songs as prayers. You may like to try this yourself. Many of them are in the hard backed Mission Praise book that we sometimes use in church.

Here are titles of some of the songs – ‘Darkness like a shroud’, ‘Hear O Lord our cry’, ‘He walked where I walk’, ‘If my people’, ‘Lord have mercy on this nation’, ‘Lord make us still’, ‘O Lord the clouds are gathering’ ‘We'll walk the land’, ‘Who can sound the depths of sorrow’, ‘Another bad day at the world’, ‘Broken hearts, broken lives’ etc. I believe that these songs also hold the key to why the riots started in the first place: Great Britain is longer great because the nation has largely turned away from God.

On 14th September 1 went to the Broken Britain National Prayer Tour at Manchester University. This was organised by Premier Radio and arranged at very short notice to pray for our broken nation. This worship was led by Graham Kendrick and l was able to thank him for those relevant songs that he wrote. What really lifted my heart was that out of the nine local church leaders who spoke, three were Methodist ministers. We prayed for the situation in Manchester and Salford and especially for all the emergency workers and the Street Pastors. One of the Street Pastors spoke. He said that when they first started working in Manchester, the police weren't sure what to make of them, but now they are asking for more of them and they are working together. The police have realised that crime goes down in the parts of Manchester where they work.

A representative of the Message Trust involved in an Eden project spoke, as did someone from British Youth for Christ involved in sports work with young people. There is much positive work going on in Manchester and Salford and all is not doom and gloom.

I think the best news I received after the riots was that Emmanuel Church was not damaged and St. Ann's Church was able to proclaim on the radio the next day "We are here and we are open for business. Come and visit us".
Hilary Parry
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Mr K Downing
10 Brookside Avenue
Poynton

Stockport

SK12 1PN

August 23rd 2011

Dear Kevin

‘Thank you very much for sending in the generous donaion of
£500 from Poynton Methodist Church. Please pass on my thanks
‘and good wishes to your members for their support,

Our chariable income provides services for the older people in our
are including Chaplaincy support and a range of therapies and
activiies to enhance well being, as well as contributing to further
development of our homes, housing and communty schemes,

Our theme of ‘Count Me In’for Methodist Homes Sunday this year
serves 10 remind us that we should have accessible and inclusive
churches and communities. i a society dominated by a cultura of
‘staying young’ we shall continue 1o value older people, and work
towards offering our person-centred care fo many more.

Thank you again for your kindness.

Yours sincerely
A paie

Angela Robinson

Communit Fundraising Manager

Tk 0113 2728477

Emait angela obinson@mha.crauk  housing and core for alder people
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THANK YOU LETTERS
Thank you very much for the roses which Hilary brought for me.  It was lovely to see her and she gave me some hot tips on operating my computer too!

Marjorie Harrop

Thank you for your kind thoughts and flowers which Marjorie has just delivered. It was lovely to see her and have a chat. Very much appreciated.

Doris Hunt
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Happy Birthday to

William Garrett, who will be 10 on 4th October.
Thomas Horrobin, who will be 8 on 7th October

Charlotte Jones, who will be 18 on 23rd October and

Eleanor Hughes, who will be 9 on 27th October.

BRIEF NOTES

Have you got this date in your diary? Saturday 12th November from 10.00am – 1.00pm. If you haven’t, then you’ll miss the ever popular Alternative Market where you can buy your Christmas Cards, gifts and alternative gifts to support a variety of charities.

Mandy Hawkyard
The Green Biscuit Tin belonging to the flower team is missing from the narrowest cupboard in the kitchen. It contains spares of their essential equipment - tapes, pliers, scissors etc. Please can anyone help us to trace it?

Marjorie Harrop

  

Just a reminder not to leave cash in the pigeon holes in the foyer. The church is a public place and sadly, some money is missing.
Marjorie Harrop
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PANTOMIME

You may be wondering what’s happening about this year’s pantomime. Well, we can now reveal that this year’s panto will be… Aladdin! Now, the scriptwriters have been hard at work (Oh no they haven’t) to start forming this. However, this is where you come in – we need actors! 
Whether you would like a starring role or a more subtle bit part, we’ve decided that to be in this year’s panto you’ll have to sign up. This also includes any willing volunteers to be ‘behind the scenes’ helpers. We will have sign-up sheets available soon, so please come and join in the fun – we can always create more parts! Thanks,

The Panto Team

I'M NOT OLD... JUST MATURE

Today at the chemist the boss was a gent.
From my purchase this chap took off ten percent.
I asked for the cause of this lesser amount
and he answered, "Because of the Seniors’ Discount."

I went to McDonald's for a burger and fries,
and there, once again, got quite a surprise.
The waiter poured coffee which he handed to me.
He said, "For you, Seniors, the coffee is free."

Understand---I'm not old---I'm merely mature,
but some things are changing, temporarily, I'm sure.
The newspaper print gets smaller each day
and people speak softer---can't hear what they say.

My teeth are my own (I have the receipt) 
and my glasses identify people I meet.
Oh, I've slowed down a bit... not a lot I am sure.
You see, I'm not old... I'm only mature.

The stick in my hand is only for show.
How else will the cars on Park Lane ever slow?
Washing my hair has turned some of it white
but don't call it grey... saying "blond" is just right.

I’ve joined Friends Together – just for a laugh.
I kid one and all I’m part of the staff!

The company’s good, the talks make you think,
And there’s food to be eaten, as well as a drink.
Now, in case you’re surprised that I mention a drink,
It’s alcohol free, although you might think

From the laughter you hear both loud and long

That the tea’s laced with something both potent and strong!

We’re easily pleased - all we ask is your time, 

A lift to the church for we’re not in our prime,
A chance to catch up with friends rarely seen,
A chance for a break from our daily routine.

My friends all get older... much faster than me.
They seem much more wrinkled, from what I can see.
I've got ‘character lines,’ not wrinkles... for sure
but don't call me old... just call me mature.

Anon with changes!

‘Friends Together’ meets on the third Thursday every month at 10.30am, catering for the ‘mature’! Transport can be provided so if you would like to come or know someone who would enjoy some company please contact me on 875032. Or maybe you could help with transport or catering – we provide a snack lunch. We particularly need help on 21st October. Laughter guaranteed!
Mandy Hawkyard
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

In our discussions at the Vision Day last July, comments were made about improving the signs outside our Church and Hall. It was felt that the current ones were not very attractive, did not properly say who we are and were not visually consistent over the two buildings.

The Vision Group feels that now is the time to do something about it. We invite you to send us your ideas, drawings and paintings for new signage to replace our existing external signs and boards. You do not have to be a great artist – it’s your ideas and inspiration we want and we would have the signs made professionally. Wording and colour schemes should be included. Don’t forget that the Hall is also the centre for our work among pre-school children.

We are looking for a scheme that is visually attractive, eye-catching but not garish and which leaves the viewer in no doubt that this is a modern, go-ahead caring church firmly rooted in the love of God.

Please put your submissions in an envelope marked “Signage” and leave it in the “V” pigeonhole any time before Christmas. If a suggestion you make is used, Rev John Squares has a prize in store.

The Vision Group

PMC’s Next…… SAFARI SUPPER
After great feedback from the last 2 Safari Suppers (when everyone had a fantastic time), on 15th October starting at 5.00pm PMC is staging another! This is a great opportunity to have fun, get to know each other a little better and eat great food! If you didn’t go last time, don’t miss out!

Just to explain for the uninitiated: A small group of people go to one person’s house for a starter, a different one for a main course and yet another for a dessert, all meeting back at church for coffee and mints! 

Many groups can be run at the same time so that everyone swaps round in their allotted pairs (pairs are couples or good friends so that no one feels uncomfortable going to a house of someone they don’t know so well). This requires careful planning by the Family Committee and depends on people booking a place and paying by Sunday 9th October.

There will be a charge of £10 per adult – this consists of £2 for a starter, £6 for a main course and £2 for a dessert. Whoever cooks that particular course will receive the money by Wednesday 12th Oct to spend on the food for their guests so that no one is excluded from participating due to financial constraints.

Everyone will be told where to go for their first course before the night; the host will be given the names and destinations where everyone will move in their pairs for the second course; same again for the third course, with everyone meeting in church for coffee at the end. Everyone will be told how many people will be coming to their house and any dietary requirements by Wed 12th Oct. We will all need to keep to time for each move to work smoothly!

The children will have their own Supper (£5 a head) at the same time in church, under supervision of 2 adults, so that parents can be involved in the Safari Supper (without the need for babysitters) and the children have their own party too!

Thanks. Any queries, please speak to Sally Holmes (01625 260451)

Please arrange your own ‘pair’ and cut off the slip below; fill in the information as a pair, including your money and give to Sally Holmes or place in the ‘H’ pigeon hole before Sunday 9th October:
……………………………………………………………………………
Names of couple / partners and contact number: ……………………………….

1.…………………………………………2……………………………………………………

Any dietary requirements: 1………………………………………….2………………….………………………………..

Any transport requirements:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Which course you are prepared to host (please tick as many as are appropriate): 

 Starter………….Main course………….Dessert………….Don’t mind..............

Address food will be served at:

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Number of people you can accommodate (including yourselves):

4…………6…………8…………10…………

Names and ages of child/ren:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Dietary requirements of children:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please enclose a payment of £10 per adult and £5 per child

Thanks – have a great time!

LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP

Following the summer recess, we held our Members’ Night in the form of a Beetle Drive on 8th September. We all had great fun and enjoyed tea, coffee and cream cakes at the end of the meeting!

On 18th September we took part in the ‘Small Groups’ presentation after the barbecue and contributed a song written by Marjorie Harrop to the tune of “If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands!” I then described what we do at our meetings and invited new members.

Our meeting on 22nd September was an historic talk on Stockport Sunday School, given by Judith Higgins.

Future meetings will be held on 6th October, when Rev Raymond Brown will tell us about ‘Sally’s Place’, and then on 20th October the speaker will be Dorothy Croston, who will talk about ‘Changing Lives – Hearing dogs for the Deaf’.

We meet at church at 7.30pm for these two meeting and then from 3rd November, we will change over to our experimental time of 1.15pm to avoid the dark and cold of winter evenings. Once again, we extend a warm invitation to all ladies to join our fellowship.

Barbara Dixon
ART & SOUL EXHIBITION
The meeting for the team of supporters for this event took place on Monday 26th September. The numbers required to enable the event to take place are currently inadequate.

If you feel that you can bring your talents to support this outreach event, forging links with the local community I urge you to do so. Without sufficient commitment from the church membership, the event cannot take place.

Please register you interest and obtain further information, telephone 01625 528067 or email lynn.allaby@gmail.com.
Lynn Allaby
LIFE IN NORTH CYPRUS
(OR TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTH CYPRUS)
NEW VOLCANO ERUPTS IN CYPRUS

So we have arrived, one or two hiccups on the way, but nothing serious. We arrived 24 hours before our luggage, so my first night in the hotel was spent washing our travelling clothes to wear the next day.

The second day here we went house hunting. The estate agent spent all day showing us properties, too small, too far from work, didn’t like the view, area wasn’t nice etc. By the end of the day he realised that he hadn’t found us anything we really wanted. So he went back to work and convinced one of the clients who was selling her house to rent it to us, she agreed and we liked it. So we have a 3-bedroom villa with swimming pool, mountain and sea views with a few neighbours who live here most of the year.

I started work last week, and I can honestly say the Head Teacher is rude and offensive, (think Ricky Gervaise in ‘The Office’). He even looks like him. The other new teachers and I decided to tell the owner of the school when we were talking to her. She said we were not the first to mention that he was not easy.

I have a Turkish Classroom assistant who has lived in the UK for 10 years, so speaks good English. She was upset though, when I told her I was in charge! It seems she ran the class and told the last teacher what to do – and she has no qualifications! 

I always like a challenge and I certainly will have it in this school. 

Chris was offered a job teaching physics and just didn’t want to do that, so he is going to look for a few private students just to give him a bit of interest.

There is only so much cleaning, washing and ironing a man can do.
Carol Cotton
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FOCUS ON ROMANIA
A church in Nisporeni started a meals project that has had a positive result. When people in the town saw their care for the elderly, they started to attend church. Some of the young people at the church learned to care. One of the things they did was to bury three old people who had died with neither money nor family. They dug the graves themselves and carried the coffins.

During the last two years, the economic situation in Romania has worsened dramatically for many people, especially senior citizens struggling to survive and buy food, the cost of which has increased greatly over the last year.

If you would like to help Romania (and other countries), you can do so by donating furniture to LIM or arranging a house clearance. Contact Jeff Stoker, LIM Distribution Manager, on 0796 751494.

Hilary Parry
TOWARDS AN ECO-FRIENDLY CHURCH

Readers will remember reading in the March Herald that Chris Hawkyard presented a report to the Church Council on the results of an investigation into generating electricity from solar panels on the Church Hall roof. It is estimated that the total cost would be £29.000 and we could recoup the capital in about 7 years.

Following further enquiries by Chris, we joined energyshare which helps to provide access to official funding for the kind of scheme we are considering. Our own page on the energyshare website is www.energyshare.com/poynton-methodist and you can see our entry by typing this link into your browser’s address bar.

Backing for grants depends on us being able to demonstrate that we have support for our application and they measure that support by the number of ‘supporters’ who sign up on our page (free and with no obligation to you). To date, we have seven ‘supporters’ and we need about 100 to gain funding access.

Will you sign up on our page as a ‘supporter’ (not ‘friend’) and help us to achieve our funding? If you are not sure how to, please talk to Chris, or just allow him to enter your email address to the list of supporters. The first 100 applications have already been selected and we want to get our application in before the funds run out!
ACTION FOR CHILDREN
NOT THE MORECAMBE BAY WALK

Many thanks and congratulations to Judy, our young folk and their parents for their enterprise on Saturday 10th September when they had hoped to take part in the annual Morecambe Bay Walk. 

Unfortunately, heavy rains caused the rivers in the bay to rise making the crossing too dangerous to attempt and Cedric, the Queen’s Guide called it off. However, they were determined to fulfil their commitment and did a 5-mile circular walk round Mow Cop instead (and that's not a walk in the park). They are hoping that they can still receive their sponsorship and to raise close to £1000 altogether. Thank you to all who supported and sponsored them and to those who attended the pre - walk coffee morning which raised £100.
Judy says, “Still raising money for Action for Children, I have just completed the Great North Run again, with one of the group from my visit to Lideta, who was running for the Charity, so we hope that the coffers are filling.”

Action for Children diaries, price £2.50, are now available from Brenda. Look out for us on 12th November. Once again, we will be operating a stall at the Alternative Christmas Market when we will be offering Christmas goods including AfC cards, hand-made cross stitch cards and, of course, home made Yummy Puds. Come early! There will also be an opportunity to pay for some special treats for children in the care of AfC. We would be very happy to receive goods for the stall.

Thank you all for your ongoing support.

Brenda and Colin
NEW HORIZONS AT PMC

This church’s relationship with the local charity Age Concern (now Age UK Cheshire East) must go back at least 20 years, during which time we have been pleased to welcome their regular presence on our premises. They provide the opportunity for older people, interested in making new friends and having regular company once a week, to meet in comfortable and pleasant surroundings and a relaxed atmosphere.

John Hyde, who co-ordinates the Poynton New Horizons group for Age UK Cheshire East tells us, “This is a vital service for local older people in Poynton and the surrounding areas. We know that this is the kind of facility that is appreciated in Poynton where many older people have limited opportunities to socialise either because of where they live, or because they are a little frail. Our group has a long history here and we try to encourage everyone to inform members of our local older community that we are here for them.”

The group is held here at Poynton Methodist Church every Wednesday where everyone can enjoy a range of activities including singing, quizzes, crosswords, bingo, dominoes and the chance for a ‘good old chat’ with a few familiar faces over a nice hot lunch.

A wonderful team of volunteers is in support and transport can be arranged to get people to and from the group every week.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested to join in, why not call John Hyde on 01625 660524 for an informal chat? We look forward to seeing you!

Our film afternoon was a great success as we welcomed thirty children and their families into church to enjoy films, popcorn and hot dogs. There was a buzz about the place! The children had great fun and lots of people joined in to help make things run smoothly. Thank you to everyone who helped, especially Ruth and Hilary for making sure everyone was fed and Stephen our projectionist! 
Coming soon… 

Our next event will be the Christmas Messy Church on 11th December.  If you haven’t been to Messy Church before, please do drop in, even just for a short time, to see what goes on and offer a warm welcome to the children and their families.


No doubt we will be making our usual requests for cardboard, cakes, other random items and helpers nearer the time!

Thank you for supporting us as we connect with children and families from our community,

The Messy Church Team 

(Anna, Nicola, Catharine, Jenni, Judy and Zoë)

“The aim of Messy Church is 'to be a worshipping community of all ages, centred on Christ, showing Christian hospitality - giving people a chance to express their creativity, to sit down together to eat a meal and have fun within a church context.”

Quote from http://www.brfonline.org.uk/9781841015033/
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My friend just employed an Eastern European cleaner. It took her 5 hours to hoover the house. It turned out she was a Slovak.

Since the snow came, all that my husband has done is look through the window. If it gets any colder, I’ll have to let him in.

THE NOVEMBER HERALD
Closing date for submissions will be 20th October or earlier if possible. Articles by e-mail to arnoldsamuels@btinternet.com (on A5 if possible, please) or in the Herald pigeonhole.

TO ALL HERALD DISTRIBUTORS
The November Herald will be available for you to pick up from 28th October. There are sometimes events taking place in the first week of each new magazine and we hope that as many as possible get the details in time.
To all those who are listed as contacts on our back page.
Please tell us via a note in the Herald pigeonhole whenever there are changes to times or contacts. We only know when we are told.
Copyright
Many thanks once again to all our contributors. We have no problem with those that are the work of the sender, but sometimes we receive pieces for inclusion that have appeared elsewhere. These too are welcome. If you wish to contribute in this way, please obtain permission and let us know the source so that due acknowledgement can be made.

This magazine includes images from Corel GALLERY™, which are protected by the copyright laws of the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. Used under license.

The back page contains a list of useful contacts. You will find others in the Church Contact List, the Circuit Plan, the Circuit Directory and our website: http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk

See also our Circuit website www.circuitfamilies.org.uk
The connexional website:  http://www.methodist.org.uk  contains a wealth of useful and interesting information.
Our Minister, Rev John A Squares, is available in his church office most mornings. The light by his door shows red when he is engaged. His day off is Monday. Please leave messages for him in the Minister’s pigeonhole. If you need to reach him more quickly, ring him at home on 872378 or on his mobile 07507 858 835. If there is no reply and there is an emergency, ring one of the other Circuit ministers: Rev Kofi Tekyi-Ansah 0161 483 3706 or Rev Eddie Gordon 0161 483 4952. For Church Notices and office related queries: office@poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk
MONDAY

 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


10.00am
Discussion Group/Bible Study (Theo Eaves 875162)

  8.00pm
(Rock Badgers Year 11 meet in term time. (Denise Reid 871961)
TUESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.45am
Meeting for Prayer (Ros Lathbury 879647)


 7.30pm
Guides and Rangers (Lynzi Humphreys 878356)


 8.15pm
Prayer Group*( (Hilary Parry 873674)

WEDNESDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 4.45pm
 Rainbows (Sue Dyson 876394)


 6.00pm
 Brownies (Alison Whitbread 876452)


 7.30pm
 Guides (Jean Lunt 874099)


 7.00pm
Art Relax (Lynn Allaby 01625 528067)
THURSDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)


 9.30am
Parents and Toddlers (Rachel Hall 07909 565 050)

10.30am
*Friends Together (Mandy Hawkyard 875032)

 7.45pm
Ladies’ Fellowship* (Barbara Dixon 878430)

FRIDAY


 9.15am, 11.45 and 12.45. Playgroup (Hilary Clare 07742 914 996)

SUNDAY


 10.30am
Crèche – 0-years (Denise Reid 871961)

 10.30am
Young Church – 3-11 years (Rachel/Ian Hall 872062)


 10.30am 
Evolve – 11-18 years (Sally Holmes 260451/Jane Robson 879998)


  6.00pm
FoB – School Years 6-13* (Judy Gibbons 878016/Christine Ding 859438)
EVERY WEEKDAY
 Kids Zone – Before & after school club & holiday care


 (Pam Dowd 0771 700 3322)

10.00am to 12.30pm
 Open Hands Room 4 and Coffee in the Lounge (Room 4 – 878589)

ROOM BOOKING APPLICATIONS – Helen Ives (872465) 14 days notice requested if possible.

All the activities listed here take place weekly on Church premises except for: 

 *fortnightly or monthly     (not on Church premises     not PMC organised
(Please see the weekly notices or the notice board in the corridor for details).

http://www.poyntonmethodistchurch.co.uk and www.circuitfamilies.org.uk
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Our Church Family encourages everyone…


To come to worship God who loves us


To follow Jesus Christ our Saviour


To grow in fellowship, joy and love, and


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Come to worship God who loves us…





Poynton Methodist Church is in the Hazel Grove and Poynton Circuit of the Manchester and Stockport


Methodist District.


CIRCUIT SERVICES


16th Oct 6.00pm	Dr Richard Vautrey (ex Vice-President) and 	Gill Dascombe. Dialstone Lane.


	‘Body/Mind/Spirit’


6th   Nov 6.00pm	Mandy & Chris Hawkyard. ‘Rome.’


20th Nov 6.00pm	Circuit Choir. Poynton. Items from ‘Elijah’.


4th   Dec 4.00pm	Hazel Grove. Carols – Christmas Tree Festival. 	Derek O’Brien.


24th Dec 3.00pm	PMC’s ‘Christmas with the Kids’


	With Richard Baker (not a Circuit Service)








Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Follow Jesus Christ Our Saviour…





Our Church Family encourages everyone to


Grow in Fellowship, joy and love…





Our Church Family encourages everyone


To go out, share the Good News and serve in the world.





GREEN CLOSE


150th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND





During the weekend of 8th – 9th October 2011,


GREEN CLOSE will be marking the completion of 150 years


of work and worship at Green Close Methodist Chapel.





ON SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER, there will be an


OPEN DAY


from 10.00am to 12.00noon and 2.00pm to 4.00pm.





Everyone is invited to call in for a cup of tea and to view the


exhibition of memorabilia celebrating the last 150 years.





On Sunday 9th October at 2.30pm, there will be an


ANNIVERSARY SERVICE


led by Rev John A Squares and Theo Eaves





followed by one of the famous Green Close Teas.


We look forward to seeing you there.





Christmas Messy Church


Sunday 11th December 


4-6pm


More details to follow!
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